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 The 1758 campaign at Carillon (Ticonderoga) added laurels to Montcalmôs crown and heaped ignominy on Abercromby and 

British arms.  The impact of this great French victory against 5:1 odds has resonated for 240 years.  Historians still struggle to make 

sense of the action.
2
  For almost ninety years, this museum has supported major research commitments and interpretive initiatives to 

understand and explain the battlefield.
3
  Re-enactors and visitors in increasing numbers try to understand the unfolding battle lost by 

the British despite inconceivably disparate odds. 

 

 Part of the compelling resonance lies in the ñromanceò---the tragic ferocity, the horrific losses---of the Highland Regiment.  

No regiment gained greater distinction for its bravery at Carillon than the 42nd Foot, the Highland Regiment, celebrated as the 

ñBlack Watch,ò now the only unamalgamated, undiminished Highland regiment in the British Army.  Nearly two and a half centuries 

ago, provincial officers marveled at the vain valor of the Highland Regiment here on 8 July 1758.  One Massachusetts captain wrote 

in his diary, ñA part of the Hilanders forc
d
 them Selves within the first Lines of y

e
 Enemy

s
 Brestworks But were Soon oblig

d
 to quit 

the Same & Retreat a few yards, Back where they Stood fast & Faught Like Brave Soldiers---with as much Likelyhood of doing 

Service as if they had discharg
d 
So many Rounds into the Lake.ò

4
   In the fruitless effort against the French Lines at Ticonderoga, the 

                                                 
1
   I offer my thanks to historian Lt. Col. Ian McCulloch CD, formerly of the Canadian Black Watch, now detached to the 

Canadian Defence Ministryôs Directorate of History and Heritage, National Defence HQ.  McCulloch has been a helpful 

sounding board and critic in developing the interpretation of these documents. 

 
2
   Francis Parkman, Montcalm and Wolfe, Frontenac ed., 3 vols., (Boston: Little, Brown, 1884).  John W. Shy, James Abercromby 

and the Campaign of 1758, M.A. thesis, University of Vermont, June 1957.  M. John Cardwell, The British Expedition Against Fort 

Ticonderoga in 1758, M.A. thesis, University of New Brunswick, 1990.  Much of Cardwellôs thesis appeared in ñMismanagement: 

The 1758 Expedition Against Carillon,ò Bulletin of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum, vol. XV no. 4 (1992), pp. 236-291.  The journal is 

cited hereafter as BFTM.  John Keegan, Fields of Battle: The Wars for North America New York: Knopf, 1996), pp. 111-116 (which 

must be read with caution). 

 
3
   In the early 1920s, Fort Ticonderoga published John S. Wattsô translation of Capt. Maurice Sautaiôs Montcalm au combat du 

Carillon (1909), an excellent account of the battle from a French perspective.  This museumôs first extended publication of primary 

source materials concerning the 1758 campaign appeared in BFTM, vol. II no. 2 (July 1930), when the entire issue was devoted to 

manuscript materials the museum had collected since its founding in 1909, and to manuscripts recently located in Ireland. 

 
4
   Capt. Salah Barnard, 8 July 1758, unpublished journal in the manuscript collections of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum, [FTA #M-

1991.58]. 
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regiment suffered nearly two-thirds casualties.
5
   Today, the regiment still recalls its early traumas here through a training platoon 

called ñTiconderoga.ò
6
   This anthology of hitherto-unpublished or rather inaccessible primary material documenting the service of 

the Highland Regiment at Ticonderoga is offered in tribute to the clansmen who fell here in 1758, 240 years ago, and to their families. 

 

 The British army went through a rather remarkable transformation after the Jacobite Uprising (ñthe ó45ò) was quashed.  

Just five years after Highland aspirations were destroyed at Culloden, Lord Barrington, Secretary at War, was telling Parliament in 

1751, ñI am for always having in our army as many Scottish soldiers as possible; not that I think them more brave than those of any 

other country we can recruit from, but because they are generally more hardy and less mutinous: and of all Scottish soldiers I should 

choose to have and keep in our army as many Highlanders as possible.
7
   As the Seven Yearsô War unfolded, roughly one in four 

British officers was a Scot.
8
  By the end of the war, Secretary Pitt boasted 

 

I sought for merit wherever it was to be foundéand found it in the mountains of the North.  I called it forth and 

drew into your service a hardy and intrepid race of men, who when left by your jealousy became a prey to the 

artifice of your enemies, and had gone nigh to have overturned the State in the war before the last.  These men in the 

last war were brought to combat on your side; they served with fidelity as they fought with valour, and conquered 

for you in every part of the world.
9
 

 

As France and Britain edged toward formally declared war in 1756, the British cabinet laid out plans for prosecuting the 

war in North America.
10

  A lowland Scot, John Campbell, Lord Loudoun, was named commander-in-chief to replace the unfortunate 

Braddock.  New regiments were raised and old regiments, including the 42nd Foot, were augmented to full strength.
11

 In the Highland 

Regiment, a lieutenant colonel and a major were commissioned on 17 December 1755, nine lieutenants and eight ensigns in January 

of the new year, and three captains in February.
12

   And so the pace of augmentation went on through the spring of 1756, as the new 

officers fanned out across the highlands recruiting to fill the ranks.  By late spring the officers and men were drilling on Glasgow 

Green, as documented in a marvelous painting proudly preserved in the Regimental Museum.
13

  In June 1756, the 42nd boarded 

transports in Greenock and sailed for New York, 646 men strong in the complement commanded by Major Duncan Campbell, arriving 

in late summer, too late to participate in the ineffectual 1756 campaign against the French in the Champlain Valley.
14

 

 

 Once the 42nd had arrived in strength in North America, Lord Loudoun was concerned about their fighting readiness.  There 

were ñvery few of the Men remainingò who had fought in Flanders ten years earlier, Loudoun lamented to the Duke of Cumberland, 

and too many new recruits meant that he ñdared not trust the defense of those places [the frontier forts] to them this Winter.ò  So 

rather than assign them to more forward duty, he garrisoned most of the Highlanders in Schenectady for the winter of 1756-57, except 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
5
   Frederick B. Richards, ñLosses of the Black Watch at Ticonderoga,ò The Black Watch at Ticonderoga, [Fort Ticonderoga edition, 

1929], Appendices E and F, pp. 51-2.  Much of the Fortôs edition was reprinted from Proceedings, New York State Historical 

Association, vol. X (1911).  But after Richards visited Inverawe, he added information discovered in the 18 years since his first paper 

appeared.  Richardsô pioneering work is cited hereafter as Richards, ñBlack Watch,ò and all references are to the 1929 Fort 

Ticonderoga edition. 

 
6
   Ruari Halford-MacLeod to editor, 14 January 1997, enclosing his unpublished monograph ñóWhen shall we have so fine a regiment 

again?ô: The Early Officers of the Black Watch,ò p. 48; the April 1997 version is hereafter cited as Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers.  

A reference copy is in the Fort Ticonderoga collections at the Thompson-Pell Research Center. 

 
7
   Quoted in Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707-1837 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), p. 120. 

 
8
   James Hayes, ñScottish Officers in the British Army, 1714-63,ò Scottish Historical Review, vol. 36 (1958), pp. 23-33. 

 
9
   Basil Williams, Life of William Pitt (1913), vol. I, p. 294. 

 
10

   Britain declared war on France on 18 May 1756; the French reciprocated the next day. 

 
11

   The augmentation meant increasing each company from 35 men to 100.  Stanley Pargellis, Lord Loudoun in North America (New 

Haven: Yale University Press, 1933), pp. 42-68, 171-178.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 99. 

 
12

   Army Lists for 1756, pp. 63-64; Army Lists for 1757, p. 80. 

 
13

   Anon., ñGlasgow Green,ò ca. 1756, oil on canvas, Black Watch Regimental Museum, Balhousie Castle, Perth. 

 
14

   ñReturn of the Strength of the Forty Second . . . 8th June 1756,ò Loudoun Papers: American Series (LO 2415), Huntington Library.  

Materials from the Loudoun Papers, Huntington Library, are hereafter cited as LO xxxx. 

 



for a core group of 250 on detached service, ñwhere they are among the Indians, and are likelyer to agree with them, than any other of 

the Troops, as the Indians have an Opinion, that they are a kind of Indians.ò
15

 

 

 British setbacks in Europe and North America during the 1756-57 campaigns of the Seven Yearsô War caused the fall of the 

Newcastle ministry and the ascension of William Pitt as the Secretary of State for the Southern Department, which included the 

American colonies.  Pitt undertook detailed control of planning the 1758 campaign in North America.  The Earl of Loudoun was 

recalled and replaced as commander-in-chief in North America by his second-in-command, Major General James Abercromby, 

another Scot.  (Both Loudoun and Abercromby had served the House of Hanover against the Jacobites in the ô45.)  In the winter and 

spring of 1758, additional troops were sent across the Atlantic, and tens of thousands of provincials were raised in the colonies.
16

  

Both regular army forces and the officer corps for several regiments had been recruited heavily in Scotland.  Scots Magazine, 

published in Edinburgh, followed closely the course of the 1758 campaign, confident that its readers among the Scottish gentry would 

be interested in the action unfolding in distant North America where kith and kin were serving His Majesty.  Among the regiments 

listed below, the 27th, 42nd, 44th, 46th, 55th, two battalions of the 60th, and the newly authorized 80th served in Abercrombyôs 1758 

campaign against the French ensconced at Carillon, or Ticonderoga. 

 

 This extract appeared in Scots Magazine, vol. 20, June 1758, pp. 316-317. 

 

*********** ***************************  

Very little news of importance have arrived from North America for several months past, The two highland battalions, with the nine 

additional companies,
17

 and draughts from the several regiments in Britain and Ireland, have successively arrived: so that there is now 

a considerable body of regulars
18

 in that region, consisting of the Royal Scots, 1st battalion [1st Regiment of Foot; in fact the second 

battalion served in America], Amherstôs [15th Foot], Forbesôs [17th Foot], Whitmoreôs [22nd Foot], Blakeneyôs [27th Foot], Braggôs 

[28th Foot], Otwayôs [35th Foot], Hopsonôs [40th Foot], Lord John Murrayôs (highlanders) [42nd Foot], Abercrombyôs [44th Foot], 

Warburtonôs [45th Foot], T[homas]. Murrayôs [46th Foot], Lascellesôs [47th Foot], Webbôs [48th Foot], Anstrutherôs [58th Foot], 

Howeôs [55th Foot], Royal Americans [60th Foot], four battalions, Montgomeryôs [77th Foot] and Fraserôs [78th Foot] highlanders, 

draughts from Ireland, light infantry [80th Foot], and rangers, besides artillery.  Late accounts from thence bear, that the governors of 

the different provinces had received letters from Mr. Sec. Pitt,
19

 acquainting them, That his Majesty expects, that the provinces, which, 

from proximity and accessibility of situation, are more immediately obnoxious to the main irruptions of the enemy from Canada, 

should furnish at least 20,000 men, for invading that province, and carrying the war into that part of the enemyôs country; and that, in 

consequence of this requisition, the several governors were busy raising men, and that a noble spirit prevailed over the continent.  In 

order to encourage men to enlist in the service, the king has granted to the officers of the American forces a rank and command equal 

to the officers of the British forces, except that the latter are in their respective ranks to be considered as seniors to those of the 

provinces;
20

 and considerable bounties and advantages are offered to all volunteers.  His Majesty furnishes the provincial troops with 

arms, ammunition, tents, and provisions. 

  

                                                 
15

   Loudoun to Cumberland, Military Affairs in North America, 1748-1765: Selected Documents from the Cumberland Papers in 

Windsor Castle, Stanley Pargellis, ed., 1931 (reprinted Hamden, Connecticut: Archon Books, 1969), p. 264.  Hereafter cited as 

Military Affairs. 

 
16

   Cardwell, ñMismanagement,ò BFTM, vol. XV no. 4 (1992), pp. 237-241. 

 
17

   The two new Highland battalions were Montgomeryôs (77th Foot), or the First Highland Battalion, and Fraserôs (78th Foot), or the 

Second Highland Battalion.  In June 1757, Pitt decided to raise three additional companies for each of the three Highland regiments.  

Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 117.  Duke of Argyll to Duke of Atholl, 9 July 1757, quoted in Duke of Atholl, Chronicles of the 

Atholl and Tullibardine Families (Ballantyle Press, 1908), vol. III. 

 
18

   Most British regiments were still known familiarly by the names of their colonels, despite the official numbering of regiments in 

1751.  Some long-established regiments of the old corps serving in America, however, were known by their traditional names such as 

ñThe Royal Regimentò (1
st
 Foot) or their original locale of raising, as in ñThe Inniskilling Regimentò (27

th
 Foot).  In the roster above, 

the regimental number has been supplied in square brackets. 

 
19

   Pitt, Circular Letter to the Governors, 30 December 1757, in Gertrude S. Kimball, ed., Correspondence of William Pitt . . . with 

Colonial Governors, (New York: Macmillan Co., 1906, vol. I, pp. 136-140.  Hereafter cited as Pitt Corresp. 

 
20

   The British Rules and Articles of War, as revised in 1754, had specified that provincial field officers of whatever rank took rank as 

junior captains when serving with regulars.  Pargellis, Lord Loudoun, pp. 86-87.   

 



Letters from New York of May 30. advise, that Gen. Abercromby was then at Albany,
21

 extremely diligent in preparing everything for 

the opening of the campaign as early as possible; but that the tents and arms for the provincials were not arrived, which retarded the 

operations.
22

  Letters of a posterior date, say, he had marched to Fort Edward,
23

 in his way to Crown-Point; and that all the officers and 

men were in high spirits.  [The author goes on to discuss Brigadier General John Forbesô expedition against Fort Duquesne, which 

ñdid not seem to be carried on with so much spirit as that against Crown Point.ò] 

   **************************************  

 Hugh Arnot aspired to higher rank, and had the connections to succeed.
24

  In the winter of 1756, Arnot had been serving as a 

Marine on the Jamaica Station when he was among the last lieutenants commissioned as the Highland Regiment was brought back to 

strength prior to its departure for North America.
25

 

 

 In America, he undertook a variety of assignments and sought more.  During a quiet spell in the winter of 1757-58, he 

petitioned Lord Loudoun to be allowed to copy maps and plans, a talent he employs in the ñscetchesò accompanying the journal 

below.
26

   

 

 Then came a career break for Arnot.  In North America during the winter of 1757-58, the ñhotò area for tactical 

development (and promotion) was in the use of ñrangerò or ñlight infantryò tactics, ñthe Armyôs new Manueverò as Arnot describes 

it below.  Many officers, including Howe, Gage, and Rogers, submitted proposals to Lord Loudoun to develop or expand such units.
27

  

Seeking an opportunity for promotion, Arnot hitched his star to Col. Thomas Gageôs scheme to create a light infantry regiment on 

regular army principles but using ranger practices.  On 28 December 1757, Arnot made a potentially risky career move.  He left 

behind a regular appointment to gamble on a captainôs commission in Col. Gageôs proposed ranger regiment, as one of five hand-

picked company captains.
28

  Thus far, the proposed regiment had only the sanction of the commander-in-chief and had been launched 

                                                 
21

   Abercromby moved his headquarters from New York City to Albany on 11 May 1758.  Abercromby to Forbes, 14 May 1758, 

Abercromby Papers (AB 251), Huntington Library.  Materials from the Abercromby Papers, Huntington Library, are hereafter cited as 

AB xxx. 

 
22

   Although Pitt had promised that 4,000 tents and 10,000 stand of arms would be sent from Britain, the store ships did not arrive in 

New York harbor until 13 June 1758.  Lt. Gov. James DeLancey to Abercromby, 14 June 1758, AB 355. 

 
23

   Dr. Huck, a surgeon and intimate of Lord Loudoun, kept his patron closely informed about the unfolding 1758 campaign in a series 

of gossipy letters.  For Loudoun, ñthe best Judge of the Nature of the War in this Country,ò Huck provided a briefing on the 

preparations for the forthcoming campaign, including the arrival of Abercromby at the forward British base camp, Fort Edward.  Dr. 

Huck to Loudoun, 29 June 1758, LO 5866. 

 
24

   The son of Lord Loudounôs chamberlain, Arnot had served as an ensign in Loudounôs regiment in 1746.  Halford-MacLeod, Early 

Officers, p. 102. 

 
25

   Captain Allan Campbell reported that ñM
r 
Arnot [is] one of my Lieu

ts
 who was last year in the Marines and on the Jamaica 

Station.ò  Campbell to ñRobie,ò 19 June 1757, in Campbell of Barcaldine Muniments, Scottish Record Office, GD170 / 1465.  Arnotôs 

commission as lieutenant in the 42
nd

 Foot is dated 9 April 1756, too late to have been recognized in the Army Lists for 1756.  Army 

Lists for 1757, p. 80.  ñLieut. Arnot tells me that his first commission as Lieut never came to his hands that he guesses that is he is 

about two years standing.ò  Abercromby to Loudoun, 30 December 1757, LO 5162.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 61, is confused about 

aspects of Arnotôs career. 

 
26

   ñAs our duty appears not to be great this Winter,ò Lt. Arnot offers ñmy small but willing service, in that of copying Plans,ò Arnot 

to Loudoun, 18 December 1757, LO 5036. 

 
27

   A considerable literature exists on the evolution of light infantry during the eighteenth century.  The first historian to write 

extensively on the subject was J.F.C. Fuller, British Light Infantry in the Eighteenth Century (London, 1925).  More recent scholarship 

includes Ian McCulloch, ñóWithin Ourselvesô: The Development of British Light Infantry in North America During the Seven Yearsô 

War,ò Canadian Military History, vol. 7 no. 2 (Spring 1998), pp. 41-55.  Steve Brumwell, ñóA Service Truly Criticalô: The British 

Army and Warfare with the North American Indians, 1755-1764,ò War in History, vol. 5 no. 2 (April 1998), pp. 146-175. 

  
28

   Worthington C. Ford, British Officers Serving in America During the French and Indian War, 1754-1774 (Boston: privately 

printed, 1894), p. 11.  Hereafter cited as Ford, British Officers.  ñThe allowing Coll Gage to pick his officers is extremely well judged 

in all respects --- Lieu
t
  Arnot .  .  . is a very well behaved & deserving young man and if their is any room in this corps I see no 

objection in preferring him to a company.ò  Abercromby to Loudoun, 30 December 1757, LO 5162. 

  



on its presumptive colonelôs speculation---Gageôs personal commitment to meet expenses (anticipating the Kingôs approbation and, 

eventually, reimbursement for expenses incurred in raising the regiment).
29

 

 

 In the winter months ahead, General Abercromby dispatched the new captain on missions to New York with a variety of 

messages.  As a fellow Scot, and one of Gageôs new officer corps, he could be trusted.
30

   During the spring and fall of 1758, Captain 

Arnot held a series of assignments to command companies positioned at various way-stations on the northward route from Albany to 

Lake George.  In spring 1758, as the impending campaign pressed forward toward its climax, General Abercromby had ordered 

Captain Arnot to take post at the Saratoga way-station, there to direct a Massachusetts colonel in maintaining the roads, and to 

reserve part of the barracks for forwarding down the sick.
31

  By late summer of 1758, Captain Arnot commanded another way-post, 

this time at Stillwater, whence he wrote the letter and ñJournalò below.
32

   In 1760, as the war in North America wound down, Arnot 

exchanged from the 80th Foot into an ñolder regiment,ò the 46th, where he continued until 1769 when he disappears from the Army 

Lists.
33

  

 

The tone of Arnotôs letter below suggests that Captain Arnot is repaying a patronage debt to ñmy Lordò with his letter and 

journal---acknowledgement for the lobbying at home for his confirmed position in Gageôs ñLight Infantry.ò  And a powerful patron 

My Lord Bute was, indeed!  John Stuart, the third Earl of Bute, had become lord of the bedchamber to the Prince of Wales in 1750 

and groom of the stole to the future George III when the prince came of age in 1756.  (Scurrilous political cartoons insisted that 

Buteôs interest was more in Prince Georgeôs mother than in the young heir to the throne.
34

)  Bute, Pitt and the future king made 

common political cause under the banner of patriotism in 1756-57, as old King George II, the Government, and the Kingôs Arms 

suffered an apparently endless series of embarrassments.  Bute and Prince George were instrumental in bringing Pitt to power.  With 

Loudounôs sudden recall and Pittôs new plan for the 1758 campaign, officers serving in America surely knew that the political 

currents were shifting.  Captain Arnotôs report to the Scottish éminence grise was an effort to curry favor with a very influential figure 

sure to cast an increasingly large shadow in Britainôs political future as the crown passed soon from the aged king to his grandson.
35

 

 

Two and half centuries later, Arnotôs journal and accompanying maps are invaluable additions to our understanding of the 

British campaign against Carillon in 1758.  In addition to his important ñscetches,ò Arnot offers us the clearest picture yet available 

of the amphibious landing from the British armada of 135 whaleboats and nearly 1000 bateaux at the outlet of Lake George on 6 

July.
36

  Arnot also offers new details concerning the construction of the French Lines. 

 

                                                 
29

   For a brief summary of the creation of Gageôs Light Armôd Infantry, and the regimentôs eventual establishment by the King, see 

Loudoun to Pitt, 14 February 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, p. 191.  Col. Thomas Gage proposed to raise a regiment of Light Armôd Foot 

on 22 December 1757, LO 5066.  Lord Loudounôs ñBeating Ordersò to recruit the regiment, 3 January 1758, are LO 5324; the Royal 

ñBeating Orderò was issued on 17 June 1758 at Kensington Place (W.O. 26/23,7).  ñList of Commissions for the Light Armôd Foot,ò 8 

January 1758, LO 5365; ñList of Officers for His Majestyôs Regiment of Light Armôd Foot in America,ò 20 June 1758, LO 6936.  All 

officers remained on the rolls of their former units until Royal approval was obtained in America. William A. Foote, ñThe American 

Units of the British Regular Army, 1664-1772,ò MA Thesis, Texas Western College, 1959, p. 217, note 7.  Personal communication, 

McCulloch to Westbrook, 6 January 1999, p. 8.  Pargellis, Lord Loudoun, p. 305.  John Cuneo, Robert Rogers of the Rangers (New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1959), pp. 61-67. 

  
30

   Abercromby to Loudoun, 22 January 1758, LO 5443; Abercromby to Loudoun, 9 February 1758, LO 5626; Abercromby to 

Loudoun, 14 February 1758, LO 5595. 

 
31

   Abercromby to Captains Arnot and Kennedy, 23 June 1758, AB 939.  The Saratoga post was located on the Hudson River at 

present-day Schuylerville. 

  
32

   Abercromby to Pitt, 19 August 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 316-327. 

 
33

   Arnot transferred as a captain into the 46th Foot (Lord Thomas Murrayôs) effective 16 August 1760.  Army Lists for 1761, p. 100. 

 
34

   Colley, Britons, pp. 121-22. 

 
35

   Paul Langford, A Polite and Commercial People: England, 1727-1783 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992), pp. 333-34. 

 
36

   Amphibious operations attracted increasing interest from the British military, prompted in part by the disaster of the Rochefort 

expedition in 1757, the success of the Ticonderoga landing in 1758 which involved some 1200 vessels and the Louisbourg operation 

as well, and the success of Wolfeôs landing at Qu®bec in 1759.  These new understandings were codified in Molyneauxôs Conjunct 

Expeditions, 1759.  See David Chandler, ed., The Oxford History Illustrated History of the British Army (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1994), p. 115.  For comparison, see Richard Harding, Amphibious Warfare in the Eighteenth Century: The British 

Expedition to the West Indies, 1740-1742 (London, 1991). 

 



 The letter from Captain Hugh Arnot to ñYour Lordshipò [presumably Bute] from Stillwater, 1st August 1758, and the 

enclosed ñJournal or Proceedings of the Army under the Command of Majr Genl Abercromby . . .ò are preserved in the Marquess of 

Bute Collection, Mount Stuart Trust Archives, and are published here for the first time by kind permission. 

   **************************************  
 

Stillwater 1
st
 Aug

st
 1758--- 

 

My Lord 

 

 As in duty bound I wouôd have wrote Your Lordship long erôe now but had neither a proper place, time, nor oportunity; This 

with the inclosed journall I send to M
r
 M

c
hadam

37
 at York to be Sent Your Lordship by the first oportunity.  As the Light-Infantry is 

now Confirmôd,
38

 allow me once more My Lord to offer You the most gratefull and sincerest acknowledgements. 

 

 The journall that I have presumôd to lay before Your Lordship, is not put into the properest language that I couôd have 

wishôd; but, as it is exact as to Circumstances and time, I hope My Lord You will make allowances, Especially as it is the first I ever 

attempted. 

 

 The Scetch of the ground I remarkôd as we marchôd forward, and when we retreated.  The form of the Enemys lines, I canôt 

alltogether answer for, As the Right of them I had intirely from hearsay, but can answer for the Left being like unto the Scetch.
39

  They 

had been a work of some time, Logs well squarôd and Dove taillôd; and from 10 to 6 feet high.  besides the space from the lines untill 

about 50 Yards outwards was fillôd with large Logs and limbs of Trees; which retarded our aproaching them extreamly; and intirely 

broke our Line of attack.  The Enemy was constantly at work the night before the attack, and next morning;
40

 which our People 

imaginôd was their compleating the breastwork (which they held very cheap) but they were only a-felling of those loggs and placing of 

them properly. 

 

 Fortune it seems My Lord wonôt allow us to gain one Inch of Ground in America (if fortune be allowôd to concern herself in 

war) Never was their such a Opportunity for Conquest as there was thrown away before the Lines of Tyconderoga: But, the death of 

Lord How on whom the Army had great dependance,
41

 from his sanguine, allert, and Cautious disposition (Cautious of every oneôs 

wellfare but his own) His death my Lord seemôd to presage the future.  Our Army was reinforcôd some time ago by Brigadeer Gen
l
 

Prevost solus,
42

 but Lord Howôs place is still vacant. 

                                                 
37

   Gilbert McAdam, promoted to Captain-Lieutenant in the Royal Americans on 8 March 1757, served as aide-de-camp to Lord 

Loudoun.  For more than a year after Loudounôs recall, McAdam diligently reported the campaign news from North America (and 

struggled to resolve the Earlôs prodigious Madeira accounts).  McAdam to Loudoun, 20 January 1759 and 31 July 1759, LO 6027 and 

LO 6131.  Pargellis, Lord Loudoun, pp. 81, 167.  McAdam was commissioned lieutenant a day after his chief, 26 December 1755.  

Ford, British Officers, pp. 63, 67.  Pargellis, Military Affairs, p. 364. 

 
38

   Col. Gageôs experimental light armôd infantry regiment was confirmed by Royal Warrant as the 80th Foot on 5 May 1758, and 

Gageôs own commission was dated 8 May 1758.  Many of the officersô commissions were back-dated to 25 December 1757, the date 

on which the new regiment was placed on the War establishment.  As a junior officer in seniority, Arnotôs was dated 28 December.  

News of the Kingôs favor reached the army in North America about the time of the battle.  Gov. Thomas Pownall to Cunningham, 10 

July 1758, AB 429; Abercromby to Lord Barrington, 12 July 1758, AB 437.  Barrington confirmed Gageôs appointment of officers 

and their respective seniority on 11 September 1758, AB 857. Foote, American Units, 1959, pp. 215-224.  Personal correspondence 

with Lt. Col. Ian McCulloch CD, 6 January 1999.  

 
39

   Here Arnot is referring to the French right and left ends of the Lines; his troops marched up to the French left adjacent to la Chute 

river. 

 
40

   7 July 1758:  ñThe [French] army worked with such ardor that the line was in a defensible state the same evening.ò  8 July 1758:  

ñThe disposition [of troops] determined and understood, the troops immediately went back to work; part were busy perfecting the 

abatis, the rest at constructing the two batteries . . . and a redoubt intended to protect the right.ò  Hamilton, ed., Adventure in the 

Wilderness (Norman: University of Oklahoma, 1964), pp. 230, 232.  Hereafter cited as: Hamilton, Adventure. 

  
41

   George Augustus, Viscount Howe.  Colonel of the 55
th
 Regiment of Foot and Brigadier General (local rank in America) in the 

1758 campaign.  During the Seven Yearsô War, the British Army referred inter-changeably to brigade commanders as ñBrigadiersò 

and ñBrigadier Generals.ò  Abercromby, ñList of Staff Officers,ò 25 June 1758, AB 381. 

  
42

   ñóOnlyô Prevostò was the lament at a time when the Army sought reinforcements to fill the 2000 vacancies at the level of both 

officer and private soldier.  18 July 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII (October 1970), p. 446.  Abercromby, ñList of 

Staff Officers,ò 24 December 1758, AB 843. 

  



 

 We Expect News soon from Gen
l
 Forbes;

43
 and from Gen

l
 Stanwix

44
 and his Army, who are gone the Oswego art [?]  

 

 

 It was not in My Power to gett a return of the Provincials without apearing officious to the greatest degree.  That there 

Numbers did not amount to what they promised is most certain;
45

 but the greater their Numbers, the greater the Evil; for of any sett of 

people in the Universe they are the worst cut out for war, The most stupid and most chicken-hearted sett of Mankind. 

 

 Providing Louisburghôs taken; when we expect a Reinforcement from there and attempt Carrilon once more; but that is what 

Your Lordship must know before us.
46

  Many of the Provincialls have deserted already, Quinton Kennedy
47

 with his Comp
y
 was sent 

to Sarratoga, and I with mine here, to prevent their further desertion and to keep them in Order.
48

  

 

 The Enemy begin now to send out scouting and scalping partys.
49

  If thereôs any thing Extraordinary done upon either side, I 

shall be sure to inform Your Lordship of it.  Cap
t 
Cunninghame

50
 is gone home I wish he couôd have carried more agreable News. 

                                                 
43

   Brigadier General John Forbes, assigned to the reduction of Fort Duquesne. 

  
44

   Brigadier General John Stanwix, assigned to manage operations in the rear at Albany until the army had embarked for 

Ticonderoga, and then assigned to the protection of the Mohawk Valley. 

  
45

   In his circular letter launching the 1758 campaign, Secretary Pitt had requested that 20,000 troops be raised in the northern 

colonies (Pitt to Northern Governors, 30 December 1757, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, p. 137).  In the event, the assemblies in the northern 

colonies had authorized raising only 17,480 men (Abercromby to Pitt, 28 April 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, p. 227).  When Abercromby 

finally embarked for Ticonderoga in early July, he carried with him a complement of just 9,024 provincials (Abercromby to Pitt, 12 

July 1758, BFTM, vol. V no. 5-6, p. 140).  Some few hundred provincials had also been assigned to the lines of communication along 

the Hudson River and to the Mohawk Valley. 

  
46

   Louisbourg was reduced by General Amherstôs army on 26 July 1758.  Amherst to Abercromby, 27 July 1758, AB 478 (docketed 

as received by Abercromby on 28 August).  The news reached the British camp at Lake George on 28 August, where the victory was 

celebrated with a feu de joie.  Jesse Parsons, 28 August 1758, Journal of an Expedition . . . unpublished ms. in a private American 

collection.  Capt. Arnot was correct in his hunch that news of Louisbourg might reach Britain before it reached the Camp at Lake 

George: The news of British arms at Louisbourg reached London on 18 August, and concerning Ticonderoga late on the 19th; Calcraft 

to Loudoun, 19 August 1758, LO 5890, and 22 August 1758, LO 5895.  The Grenville Papers: Being the Correspondence of Richard 

Grenville, Earl Temple KG, and Rt. Hon. George Grenville, William James Smith, ed., vol. I (London: John Murray, 1852), pp. 258, 

261-62. 

 
47

   Quinton Kennedy had been a lieutenant in Abercrombyôs 44th Foot (Army Lists for 1757, p. 81), but was commissioned a captain 

in Gageôs new regiment on 27 December 1757, the day before Arnot received his commission.  Ford, British Officers, p. 59.  Kennedy 

transferred into the 17th Foot (Monktonôs) on 2 August 1759.  Army Lists for 1761, p. 70.  

 
48

   Provincial troops began deserting in significant numbers in late July, arguing that they had come to invade Canada, not sit in camp.  

They attempted to return home to New England via the series of Hudson River posts garrisoned by Arnot and Kennedyôs companies 

of light infantry.  Abercromby to Stanwix, 23 July 1758, AB 468.  Abercromby to Pitt, 19 August 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 316-

327.  

 
49

   The French sent out several raiding parties in late July 1758 to cut off British lines of communication between the Camp at Lake 

George and Fort Edward.  A raid on 20 July against convoys near the Halfway Brook resulted in 14 British dead and 10 prisoners.  On 

28 July, another convoy was annihilated, with the loss of 30 men, two dozen women captured, 20 teams killed, and tons of supplies 

destroyed (including ñ8 Load of y
e 
Stores belongôd to the Generalò).  Parsons, 19 July and 28 July 1758, Journal.  Abercromby to Pitt, 

19 August 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 317-319.  The latter raid was led by La Corne St. Luc, a captain in La Marine.  DCB, vol. 

IV, pp. 425-429.   

  
50

   Captain James Cunningham, 45th Foot, had been Lord Loudounôs principal aide-de-camp, and arrived with him in July 1756 on 

Nightingale.  By December 1757, Cunningham was desperate to sell his commission.  After Loudounôs recall in March 1758, he 

became General Abercrombyôs unhappy senior of three aides-de-camp.  The General sent Cunningham home with reports to the 

ministry and the King.  For his efforts (and through his connections, including family ties to the Campbells of Barcaldine), 

Cunningham was promoted to lieutenant colonel and dispatched to the west coast of Africa.  ñI hear the Americans in general are 

greatly dissatisfied with Abercrombie, and have sent home Agents to complain.  I do not know the particulars.  Cunninghame is gone 

to the west of Guinea with the Rank of Lieu
t
 Colonel.ò  William Cotterell to Loudoun, London, 7 November 1758, LO 5960.  

Pargellis, Lord Loudoun, pp. 81, 167, 308.  Capt. Allan Campbell to Robie, 19 June 1757; manuscript in Campbell of Barcaldine 

Muniments, Scottish Record Office (GD 170 / 1465 / 3A3). 

  



 I beg leave to offer My Most humble respects to her Ladyship and Lady Betty. --- And My Lord if there is any Commissions 

that Your Lordship shouôd want to be Executed in this Country (within my Sphere) I hope My Lord You will allow me that honour; 

for none, (if they have equall) can have More Pleasure and Satisfaction in serving Your Lordship. 

 

waiting Your Commands My Lord I am with the greatest Respect 

 

   Your Lordshipôs 

   Much obliged 

   Most obedient and 

   Most humble servant 

 

   Hugh Arnot 

 

**************************************  

 

A Journal or Proceedings of the Army under the command of Maj
r
 Gen

l
 Abercromby from June y

e
 17

th
 untill July y

e
 9

th
 Campaign 

1758 

 

June 17
th
  Encampôd under the Cannon of Fort Edward y

e
 following Troops 

 

  Regulars     Men 

  Blackneys Regiment
51

   650 

  Highlanders    1000 

  44
th
 Reg

t
       850 

  46
th
 Reg

t
       650 

  55
th
 Reg

t
       650 

  1
st
 B

t
 Roy

l
 Americ

s
 6 Company

s
    550 

  4
th
 B

t
 Roy

l
 Americ

s52
     900 

       Total 5250 

 

  Irregulars 

  Light armôd Infantry    450 

  Rogers Rangers     300 

  2 Companys Stockbridge Indians
53

     80 

       Total 830 

 

  Provincials 

  Jersey Regiment       850 

  York Regim
t
 3 Batt

s54
   1700 

       Total 2550 

 

June y
e
 17

th
  Lord How marchôd to the halfway Brook with the Highlanders 55

th
 and 44

th
 and Jersey Regiments & 200 of Rogers 

Rangers, each Soldier carrying ten days Provisions.
55

  

 

             18
th
  46

th
 and York Regiments with the remainder of y

e
 Rangers marchôd to Join Lord How, the same Evôning Blakeneys 

Regiment marchôd and took post at the halfway Brook Lord How having marchôd that day (with that part of the 

Army detachôd) to the Lake and Encampôd on the West side of the spot where Fort William Henry stood, and began 

                                                 
51

   27
th
 Foot.  

 
52

   Seven companies.  11-12 May 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII (December 1969), pp. 336-37. 

  
53

   Commanded by Captain Jacob Cheeksauken, a company of 57 (officers included) and by Captain Jacob Naunaumpetonk, a 

company of 59 (officers included).  Abercromby, Warrant on Mortier, 19 July 1758, AB 934 (1-2). 

 
54

   The New York battalions were commanded by Lieutenant Colonels Bartholomew LeRoux (1st), Melancthon Taylor Woolsey 

(2nd), and Beamsley Glasier (3rd), under the overall command of Col. Oliver DeLancey. 

 
55

   On the forward movement of troops, see also Secretary John Appy to Gov. Thomas Pownall, 17 June 1758, AB 359. 

 



to build a Stockaded Fort on that spot & another upon the rising Ground
56

 between the Lake & S
r
 William 

Johnstonôs Lines.
57

 

 

 In the meantime Col
o
 Haveland with Blackneys Reg

t
 fortified their Post with a strong Stockader at the halfway 

Brook.
58

 

 

June 19
th
  Came to Fort Edward a flag of Truce Consisting of a Capt of Count Bentams Regiment (not in America) two other 

Officers disguisôd as private and nineteen Soldiers of different Regiments.
59

  

 

20
th
 & 25

th
  From the 20

th
 to y

e
 25

th
 the Army at Fort Edward was joined by different Regim

ts
 of New England Provincials and 

Employôd their time in Escorting of provisiones Battoes and Whale Boats to the Lake. 

 

26
th
  The Gen

l
 Joinôd,

60
 Lord How Escortôd by the L

t
 Infantry the same day y

e
 remainder of y

e
 Artillery came to y

e
 Lake. 

 

27
th
 & 28th The remainder of the Regulars joinôd the Army at y

e
 Lake 600 Provincials having relieved Col

o
 Haveland. 

 

 The Army untill the 4
th
 of July was daily reinforcôd by Provincials, and employôd that time (after being formôd into 

Brigades) in finishing the two Stockaded Forts, and in Exercising a new Method of fighting, forming and marching, 

in the Woods.
61

  

 

  The Army was Brigaded in the following manner, Viz
t
 

 

1
st
 Brigade  2

nd
 Brigade  3

d
 Brigade 

  Col
o
 Haveland  Col

o
 Grant  Col

o
 Donaldson

62
  

 

  Blakeneys  Highlander  44
th
 Regim

t
 

  1
st
 Ba

t
 R

l
   Americ: 46

th
 Regim

t 
55

th
 Regim

t
 

  4
th
 Ba

t
 R. Americ

n
 1 Comp

y
 Lt Inf

y
  2 Comp. L

t
 Inf

ry
 

  2 Comp
s
 L

t
 Infantry 

 

  Rogerôs Rangers were augmented by Draughts from the Provincials to 700.---- 

                                                 
56

   A manuscript map of the new British camps at Lake George is by Andrew Frazer, A MAP of the retrenched Camp at Lake George 

in 1758, [drawn ca. 1759], in the Fort Ticonderoga collections  [FTA #1999.0556]. 

  
57

   Arnot refers to the location of Johnsonôs defensive lines in September 1755. 

 
58

   Lt. Col. William Haviland served in the 27th Foot, and commanded the first brigade of British troops. 

 
59

   The French flag of truce was led by Lieutenant Wolff, accompanied by his drummer and an escort of 20 men, arriving with letters 

from Governor-General Vaudreuil.  They came delivering the response to Abercrombyôs proposals a month earlier for the exchange of 

Colonel Peter Schuyler of New Jersey, Captain-Lieutenant William Martin of the Royal Artillery, and other officers.  Wolff was a 

partisan officer on half-pay from the Bentheim Regiment (46th in the French Line).  Hamilton, Adventure, p. 97.  Pierre Pouchot, 

Memoirs on the Late War in North America (1781), Dunnigan, ed. (Youngstown, N.Y.: Old Fort Niagara Association, 1994), p. 110.  

Vaudreuilôs instructions to Lt. Wolff are found in Vaudreuil to Wolff, 10 June 1758, AB 341.  Vaudreuil had rejected the proposed 

exchange.  Appy to Col. Peter Schuyler, 21 June 1758, AB 369.  Because Wolffôs truce party had seen the extent of British 

preparations for the attack on Carillon, Abercromby ordered the truce party held until it could be escorted by his entire army.  

Abercromby to Pitt, 29 June 1758, AB 397.  Abercromby responded to Vaudreuilôs rejection of terms by declaring void the 

capitulation and paroles given on the fall of Fort William Henry in August 1757.  23 June 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, 

vol. XII no. 5 (December 1969), pp. 354-55.  For the return of the truce party to Carillon, see Abel Spicer, 5 July 1758, in Chronicles 

of Lake George: Journeys in War and Peace, Bellico, ed. (Fleischmanns, N.Y.: Purple Mountain Press, 1995), p. 100. 

 
60

   Abercromby explained that the delay in his arrival at Fort Edward until 26 June 1758 was due to the delay in the arrival of 

provincial troops there, and his obligation ñto satisfy their Demands.ò  Abercromby to Pitt, 29 June 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 

284-287.  The morning following his arrival, the General graciously agreed to meet with officers of the regiments ñwho have business 

with the General.ò  27 June 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII no. 5 (December 1969), p. 355. 

 
61

   ñWe were Draw
d
 off in parties to Excersize in Camp Method as though we were upon Action,ò Samuel Fisher, 3 July 1758, 

Journal, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress.  Hereafter cited as Fisher, LOC. 

 
62

   Lt. Col. William Haviland (27th Foot); Lt. Col. Francis Grant (42nd Foot); Lt. Col. John Donaldson (55th Foot). 

 



 

July y
e
 5

th
  The whole Army Embarkôd at Day break consisting of betwixt 16000 and 17000 Combatants but a real and Exact 

account of the whole Army could not be attained from the inconsistent returns of the Provincials.  Likewise was 

Embarkôd the following Train of Artillery
63

   

 

   Cannon W
t
 of Metal 

   No.      lbs 

  2 Brass  24 

   4 Iron   18 

   6 Brass  12 

   6 Brass    6 

   Mortars Inch 

   1 Iron  13 

   2 Brass  10 

   2 Brass    8 

   8 Royals 5-1/2 

 

   Howitsers Inch 

   4 Brass  8 

   5 Iron  8 

   4 Brass  5-1/2 

 

 With 350 Rounds of Ammunition for each Gun, Mortar, & Howitser.  Likewise there was Embarkôd 30 days 

Provision for the Army besides 5 Days delivered to every Soldier the Night before we Embarkôd, ----- 

 

 The whole Fleet halted at Sloop Island when they were rangôdé. 

 

July 5
th
 at 8 oôClock (in the Morning) the Signal being made to move forward (by beating of Drums) the whole rowôd off 

and (extending their front from one side of the Lake to the other; doubling their front as the Lake drew narrower)
64

 

and reachôd two miles above Sabbath day Point against 6 oôClock that Evôning where we rested untill 12; at which 

time we set off (after leaving a number of large Fires upon the Coast burning)
65

  

 

6
th
  We arrived at the Second Narrows

66
 betwixt 3 and 4 in the Morning where we again halted and no sooner was it 

clear Day than we discovered the Enemys Encampment (of 600 men or upwards) about 3-q
rs
 of a mile from the 

place where we intended to land; so soon as the Enemy discovered us, they began to strike their Tents in great haste, 

and so great was their haste to get away that they left a Number of them standing with plenty of wine & Provisions 

(a strong contradiction as to their starving Condition).  The Granadiers and L
t
 Infantry then advancôd in order to land 

within 100 Yards of the Shore and lay upon their Oars for about a Q
r
 of an hour untill a Boat returnôd in which was 

some Engineers who had gone about half a mile above the Landing place a reconoitring: upon their intelligence 

Lord How immediately rowôd off from the Body of the Army (who were 200 yards in the Rear of the Granediers) 

put himself at their head and gave the Signal for Landing, in a Moment he, the Granadiers, & L
t
 Infantry Landed; the 

Granadiers formôd four deep upon the Shore & the L
t
 Infantry scourôd their front (which was clear of Trees for 200 

                                                 
63

   Cf. the tally of artillery in Pennsylvania Gazette, 17 August 1758, p. 3.  (Hereafter cited as Penna. Gaz.)  That return shows only 

40 cannon and suggests that 200 rounds per gun were sent north.  Missing from the newspaper correspondentôs tally are two brass 24-

pdrs. and two 8-inch brass mortars.  Another return of the British artillery train is found in Dr. James Searing, ñThe Battle of 

Ticonderoga,ò New-York Historical Society Proceedings, vol. V (October 1847), p. 113.  Hereafter cited as Searing, ñBattle,ò Proc. 

N-YHS. 

 
64

   The complex procedures for ñdoubling the frontò and manoeuvering more than a thousand vessels on the lake were addressed in 

general orders for the day.  4 July 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII no. 6  (October 1970), p. 439.  ñGeneral Orders 

for the Attack on Ticonderoga,ò AB 407. 

 
65

   Provincial troops (who were well back in the six-mile-long column moving down the lake) noted that they had arrived at ñJust 

before Nightò (sunset is ca. 7 pm EST in early July) and departed again ñabout 10 att Night.ò  Parsons, 5 July 1758, Journal.  ñIn the 

evening they halted at Sabbath-day Point, twelve Miles South of the Enemyôs advanced Guard, landed, and made a great Number of 

large Fires along the Shore, with a View of attracting their Attention, and drawing their Force towards that Place.  At Eleven the same 

Evening, they re-embarked.ò   Anonymous letter, 11 July 1758, Penna. Gaz., 24 July 1758, p. 2. 

 
66

   Often called by the British and provincials the ñFrench narrows.ò  The narrows at the outlet of Lake George. 

 



yards, thoô there was many Loggs & long Grass where the Enemy might have concealôd themselves) and formôd in 

the Skirt of the wood in a scatterôd Rank & file,  

 

July 6
th
  Rogers in the mean time with his Rangers Landed on the left, and took possession of a hill on the same side of the 

Lake near to the Landing place,
67

 then the whole Army Landed and formed and met with no other opposition than a 

few popping Shots by the Enemy upon the Provincials who Landed on the right of the whole. 

 

 The Army halted till 2 oôClock in y
e
 afternoon, after having detachôd Rogers & a Regim

t
 of Provincials to fell some 

Trees over a Brook (within two Miles & a half of Ticonderoga) over which it was then thought the Army would 

march
68

   

 

 The Army then Marchôdéthose upon the left being about two miles distant from the Lake
69

 

 

July y
e 
6 before the Army had reachôd the Brook the advance Guard of the two Columns was attackôd by a Party of the 

Enemy composôd of their Picquets and Volunteers the number 450
70

 But they were so warmly receiveôd by the L
t
 

Infantry that they were obligôd to retire fighting from Tree to Tree, there was Killôd of the Enemy above 100 and 

150 taken Prisoners they were so hard pushôd that many of them jumpôd into the Lake and was there either shot or 

drowned so that there was few left to tell the Tale.
71

  Not to give all the Favour of that warm little Skirmish to the L
t
 

Infantry they were Joinôd at the latter end of it by some of the Provincials & a few of the Regulars who acted as L
t
 

Infantry in the Armyôs new Manuver
72

 

 

 ñLord How happenôd to be betwixt the head of the two Columns and the L
t
 ñInfantry, who, immediately on the Fire 

of the Enemy advancôd, and too boldly ñcharging at the head of the L
t
 Infantry receivôd a Shot under the left Breast 

which ñwent throô his Lungs, his Heart, & Back bone, so that he died instantaniously to ñthe unspeakable Grief of 

the whole Army, a Death suitable (thoô too soon) for so ñGlorious a Young Heroe.
73

 

 

 The Army being put into some small Confusion
74

 upon that attack and loosing one another in the Woods which was 

Extreemly thick in most places, the most of them retired to the Landing place that Night, and the Gen
l
 joinôd them 

there next morning with y
e 
remaind

r
 
75

 

                                                 
67

   Robert Rogers, The Journals of Major Robert Rogers (London: J. Millan, 1765), p. 112. 

 
68

   A proposed bridge over the Bernetz Brook, now called Trout Brook, to support the British flanking sweep around the right flank of 

the French defenses.  Rogers, Journals, pp. 113-114.  Note that neither Arnot nor Rogers implies that the Rangers served as scouts or 

guides for the British forward movement.  The Rangers and provincials are serving as ñpioneersò; the Light Infantry is covering the 

advance.  Howe is relying upon his own knowledge of local terrain, derived from repeated scouting debriefings from Robert Rogers, 

Capt. James Abercrombie and Lt. Matthew Clerk. 

 
69

   Capt. Arnot gives us thorough unit detail on the order of march for the regulars, but amalgamates the provincials.  In contrast, a 

Connecticut provincial tells us the order of march for the provincials and says merely that ñhis Majesties Regulars Were Formôd in the 

Center.ò  ñThe Jersey Blues and New York Regiments Were Upon the Right; the [Massachusetts] Bay, Connecticutt and Rhode Island 

Forces were upon the Left.ò  Parsons, 6 July 1758, Journal. 

 
70

   Bougainville, Montcalmôs aide-de-camp, wrote that ñThe 350-man detachment, which Sieur de Langy led, abandoned by the few 

Indians who served it as guides, went astray in the mountains and after twelve hours marching came into contact with an English 

column which was proceeding toward the Bernetz River.ò  Hamilton, Adventure, p. 228.  However, it is unlikely that such an 

experienced a woodsman as Langis would get ñlost.ò  Langis was leading his men on a sweep around the British, trying to reach the 

Indian path on the north side of la Chute river, when they bumped into Howeôs column. 

 
71

   Hamilton, Adventure, p. 228. 

 
72

   I take these references to the Light Infantry to be proud confirmations of Arnotôs loyalty to his new regiment.  Virtually all the 

journals and orderly books from this campaign report on the intense interest in ñlight infantryò or ñrangingò tactics, spurred by Lord 

Howe, Col. Gage, and Maj. Robert Rogers.  Arnot clearly understood that he was in an experimental crucible. 

 
73

   Arnot offers this passage as a quote.  It is, in fact, virtually a paraphrase of a passage in Capt. Alexander Monypennyôs letter to 

John Calcraft, 11 July 1758, BFTM, vol. II no. 2 (July 1930), pp. 51-52.  The manuscript is now in a private American collection. 

 
74

   The old black-powder army adage was that ñyou canôt see a battle, you only hear it.ò  Adding to the ñconfusionò was the confusion 

of command after the loss of leadership (Lord Howe), and the locational confusion of troops, both regulars and provincials, ñspookedò 

and lost in the woods. Garret Albertson, A Short Account of the Life, Travels, and Adventures of Garrett Albertson, Sr., 1845; 



 

July y
e 
7

th
  Col

o
 Broadstreet was then detachôd with 1200 Men

76
 to take possession of the Saw Mills a strong Post upon the East 

side of the Lake (or Narrows) which the Enemy had abandonôd, and rebuilt the Bridge which the Enemy had partly 

destroyôd.---- 

 

 The whole Army then began their March at 3 oôClock in the afternoon crossôd over the Bridge at the head of the 

Falls
77

 and marchôd along y
e
 road (which is a very good one)

78
 to Join Broadstreets Party at the Saw Mills whilst the 

L
t
 Infantry and Rangers marchôd along the Path on the opposite side of the River,

79
 the Army lay upon their Arms 

that Night, part on the East side & part on the west side of the Lake where there was three Large & strong Breast 

works of loggs;
80

  

 

July y
e
 8

th
  Next Morning the Fort was invested by the L

t
 Infantry on the right, by the Rangers on the left, & by the Battoe Men 

in the Center,
81

 they drew up within 200 yards of the lines & the Provincials formed in their Rear; 

 

 S
r
 William Johnston Joinôd the Army this morning with about 300 Indians

82
 who marchôd as soon as the Fort was 

invested to that Point of Land formôd by Lake George and South bay (a high ground within 700 Yards of the Fort)
83

 

and as soon as the Place was invested began a mock Fight with a great deal of whooping and Noise (Indian fashion) 

in order as it was supposôd to let the Enemy know we had Indians.
84

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
reprinted in BFTM, vol. IV no. 2 (July 1936), pp. 44-45.  The many ñconfusionsò at this point in late afternoon, 6 July 1758, probably 

produced ñfriendly fire.ò  

 
75

   ñPart of the army which had guides returned to the landing place; the rest, among which was our regiment [44th Foot], with the 

General lay in the woods three miles from the battoes and not far from the saw mills.ò  William Hervey, 6 July 1758, Journals of the 

Hon. William Hervey in North America and Europe, from 1755 to 1814, with Order Books at Montreal, 1760-1763, with Memoir and 

Notes (Bury St. Edmunds: Paul & Mathew, 1906), p. 49.  Major Eyre of the 44th reported that ñWe remained there All Night, I must 

observe to you, all the Army was not at this Place, part of y
e
 55

th
  & the 42

d
 had returned to the Landing place before night, having lost 

the rest of the Army during the Skirmish.ò William Eyre to Robert Napier, 10 July 1758, Military Affairs, p. 419. 

 
76

   ñBradstreetò was enunciated as ñBroadstreetò by many of the officers present.  Commission of John Bradstreet as ñDeputy 

Quartermaster General of Our Forces in North America . . . and take Rank as Lieutenant Colonel of Foot in America,ò 27 December 

1757  [FTA #M-2037].  DCB, vol. IV, pp. 83-87.  Bradstreetôs detachment to the Sawmill on 7 July 1758 included the 44
th
 Regiment; 

6 companies of the first battalion of Royal Americans; 2 regiments of provincials, 1800 bateaux men, and 2 cannon.  See Abercrombie 

to Erskine, 10 July 1758, (below, p. XX ) and Abercromby to Pitt, 12 July 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, p. 299.  Capt. Charles Lee, 

ñNarrative,ò 16 September 1758.  Ms in Fort Ticonderoga collections [FTA #M-6009].  ñNarrativeò published as part of  ñThe 

[Charles] Lee Papers,ò vol. I, in Collections, New-York Historical Society, 1871, p. 11. 

 
77

   On 6 July, Massachusetts carpenter Benjamin Glasier rebuilt the bridge at the upper falls at the head of The Portage, and on 7 July 

ñwas sent for .  .  . to Come up their to Build Brigeò at the lower falls.  Glasier, 6-7 July 1758, ñFrench and Indian War Diary of 

Benjamin Glasier of Ipswich,ò Essex Institute Historical Collections, January 1950, p. 76. 

 
78

   A judgment concurred in by at least one Connecticut provincial.  Parsons, 8 July 1758, Journal.  This was the Portage road, a 

wagon road sufficient for moving large quantities of men and matériel between the two lakes. 

 
79

   Adjutant Malartic of regiment Béarn describes two ñwell-blazed roadsò on either shore of la Chute, 4 juin 1757.  Malartic, Journal 

des Campagnes au Canada de 1755 é 1760, Paul Gaffarel, ed. (Dijon: Libraire Plon, 1890), p. 110. 

 
80

   Compare the map accompanying this journal and the map published in Scots Magazine, vol. 20 (August 1758). 

 
81

   The alignment of troops for the investment of the Lines echoes that of the ñMarch down the Lakeò on 5 July 1758.  30 June 1758, 

Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII (Dec. 1969), p. 434. 

 
82

   Rumors circulated that not all of Johnsonôs corps were Natives.  ñLydius tells me, that many of them are domestick Indians or 

whites painted and dressôd after the Indian Manner.ò  Dr. Huck to Col. Forbes, 1 July 1758, Dalousie Muniments, Scottish Record 

Office (GD 45 / 2 / 23 / 3). 

 
83

   Now called Mount Defiance. 

 
84

   The ñIndian Hallooò was a keen psychological weapon.  Brumwell, ñóA Service Critical,ôò War in History, vol. 5 no. 2, pp. 164-

165.  According to the French accounts, the Indians (or light infantry) moved into position on the summit and at the foot of Mount 

Defiance around 9 or 10 AM, ñexamining our position.ò  Malartic, 8 July 1758; ñJournal of the Affair,ò OôCallaghan, ed., Documents 

Relative to the Colonial History of the State of New York (Albany, 1858), vol. X, pp. 723, 743.  Hereafter cited as DRCHSNY.  



 

 The Picquets of the Line
85

 advancôd and began the Attack about 12 oôClock & were supported by the Granadiers and 

upon their advancing the Irregulars did so too keeping a Fire upon the Enemy from behind Loggs and Trees; The 

Picquets and Granadiers after boldly advancing within a small distance of the Breast work with shouldered Arms
86

 

were obligôd to retire; not only occasionôd by the heavy fire from the Enemy but from the almost innaccessible road 

to the Breast work
87

  & y
e
 height of the same a description of which Follows after.

88
 

 

 It is said the attack would have stopôd there untill our Cannon came up
89

 if it had not been from a very heavy fire the 

Irregulars and Provincials gave with a huzaa at the same time, which made our Gen
l
 believe & was so told (for He 

could not see what was a doing)
90

 that some part of the Army had enterôd their Lines,
91

 then the whole Army was 

orderôd to March up and attack (quite out of Breath from their Distance) which they bravely did but to no effect the 

Regulars then retreated to about 200 yards distance & there formôd
92

 and the Fire was kept up by the Irregulars and 

Provincials untill 7 at Night, when the whole retreated into the two Breastworks mentionôd before & lay upon their 

Arms untill 2 oôClock next Morning
93

 when they began to File off for their Battoes, Day was pretty far advancôd 

before the Last left the Breast works, but the Enemy did not Chuse to disturb us happy and Content with what they 

had already done, about 8 in the Morning we Embarkôd on Board our Battoes, & reachôd the South end of the Lake 

sometime before Night. 

 

   

**************************************  

                                                                                                                                                                                     
Montcalmôs aide-de-camp reported that Johnsonôs Indians then ñlet off a great fusillade which did not interrupt our work at all; we 

amused ourselves by not replying.ò  Hamilton, Adventure, p. 232.  Both Arnot and Bougainville almost certainly misinterpreted the 

assignment given to Johnson and his Indians.  Based on Lt. Clerkôs plan to place artillery on Mount Defiance (discussed below, p. 

XXX), it seems more likely that Johnsonôs Indians were positioned to provide covering fire for the early morning scout ordered by 

General Abercromby and for the crews responsible for landing and serving the artillery pieces arriving late morning. 

 
85

   ñA captain and 50 men out of this line [of regulars] were detachôd for piquets.ò  American Magazine, Philadelphia, vol. I no. x 

(July 1758), p. 511.  Probably the picquet companies included the men who had been issued rifles on the eve of debarkation:  ñEach 

Regt to receive ten riffled pieces from the Store & to return the like number of firelocks for them.ò and ñThe men of each Regiment 

who have the rifled barrell pieces, to fire three rounds each at six tommorrow morning in the front of the 42nd.ò 12 June 1758; 22 June 

1758, Monypenny Orderly Books, BFTM, vol. XII (Oct. 1970), pp. 348 and 353. 

  
86

   ñNo Officer on pain of being Cashiered with Infamy, to fire without Orders --- No Soldier, to fire without Orders, on pain of 

Death.ò  ñGeneral Orders for the Attack on Ticonderoga,ò AB 407. 

  
87

   Provincial troops described the road in one breath as ñexceedingly goodò and in the next as a route ñExtremily Miry and 

Uncomfortable.ò  Parsons, 9 July 1758, Journal.  Abercromby noted the many obstacles the French had laid in the road between the 

sawmill and their Lines: ñA vast number of Pointed Stakes drove into the Ground, which rendered the road, to the Enemies works, not 

only Difficult of Access, but even almost impassable.ò  Abercromby to DeLancey, 18 July 1758, AB 445.  

  
88

   The narrative, which correlates almost exactly with Capt. Arnotôs, is Dr. James Searing, surgeon to the New York regiment. 

Searing, ñBattle,ò Proc. N-YHS, p. 116.  Searing, too, describes the ñworks which appeared to be made of square logs, well fitted 

together .  .  .  . The whole well flanked with two bastions.ò  

 
89

   Arnot refers here to Lt. Clerkôs battery of four guns to be placed on Mount Defiance on the morning of 8 July.  See below, page 

XXX.  
 
90

   Arnot and the Light Infantry (80th Foot) were positioned on the British right; the 42nd were positioned on the far left. 

 
91

   ñNo regiment has suffered so much as the Highlanders, part of which got upon the top of the French Lines every time an attack 

was made, and drove the French from where they entered, but not being properly supported they were as often cut off as they entered.ò  

Anon. to Dr. Peter Middleton, 10 July 1758, in ñEyewitness Accounts of the British Repulse at Ticonderoga,ò Charles Edmund Lart, 

ed., Canadian Historical Review, vol. 2 (1921), pp. 361-362. 

 
92

   This appears to be the only report that alleges that the Regulars withdrew for the duration of the action, leaving the burden to the 

irregulars and provincials.  Most accounts dismiss the provincialsô participation. 

 
93

   A Connecticut provincial recorded that it was 11 pm when he was awakened ñfor an immediate marchò to the bateaux.  Parsons, 9 

July 1758, Journal.  

 



 

The August 1758 issue of Scots Magazine must have been about to go to press when the stunning news arrived in Britain of 

Abercrombyôs defeat at Ticonderoga, and with it the near-destruction of the Highland Regiment.  Abercromby had dispatched his 

aide-de-camp, Captain James Cunningham, by a fast packet boat to carry both an official written report to Secretary Pitt
94

 as well as 

more candid, private, oral reports to the ministry and the King.  Cunningham arrived in London on 19 August.  Three days later, the 

news was all over London in extra editions of the news sheets.
95

   The Earl of Loudounôs friends immediately wrote to pass on the 

news to the former commander-in-chief at his home in Scotland, several forwarding copies of the news sheets.  Ten days after 

Cunningham had arrived with Abercrombyôs official report, Lord Loudoun had received the letters from his London friends.
96

  The 

nominal August issue of Scots Magazine was almost completely devoted to the news from Ticonderoga, including a copy of the 

ñofficialò published London version of Abercrombyôs letter to Pitt,
97

 an extract from a letter from an officer at Lake George dated 11 

July 1758,
98

 an obituary of Lord Howe,
99

 and maps of the field of action.
100

 

 

Many of the immediate reports of the Battle of Carillon are charged with emotion but scant with detail.  Officers in other 

regiments on the field remarked eloquently on the ferocity and futility of the Highlandersô attack.  In a burst of patriotism, recognizing 

the interests of its readers, the Magazine also reprinted part of a letter from a lieutenant in Howeôs regiment (55th Foot) containing 

effusive comments about the Highlandersô valor on the field. 

 

 This extract of a letter from an unidentified lieutenant in Howeôs regiment dated at Lake George, 10 July 1758, appeared in 

Scots Magazine, vol. 20, August 1758, p. 439.  The location of the original letter is unknown. 

   **************************************  

 

With a mixture of grief, esteem, and envy, I considered the considerable loss, and immortal glory acquired by the Scots highlanders in 

the late bloody affair.  I cannot express my surprise, nor can sufficiently represent to you the joy that appeared in their countenances, 

when the loud messengers of death saluted them with roaring thunder.  It might be thought that they had a foreknowledge of 

disappointment, as they seemed rather inclined to die, than to survive to hear our drums sound a retreat; which when it happened was 

unwillingly obeyed by the surviving part of the Royal Scots highlanders.
101

  Impatient for orders they actually mounted the enemyôs 

entrenchments, which, when advancing, and effected, they appeared like roaring lions breaking from their chains: their intrepid 

courage was rather animated than damped, by seeing their fellows on every side (whose courage could not resist death) fall a sacrifice, 

in the cause of their King and country; and were they each fighting for a crown, in place of a scalp, could not show more eagerness.  I 

                                                 
94

   Major-General James Abercromby to William Pitt, Camp at Lake George, July 12, 1758.  Draft versions of Abercrombyôs report 

to Pitt are found in War Office series 34, volume 73, folios 172-174 (in Secretary John Appyôs hand), and another on folios 175-177 

(probably in Abercrombyôs own hand); Public Record Office.  The retained copy of the manuscript (ñin mutilated conditionò) is AB 

436, published as ñMontcalmôs Victory: General James Abercromby to William Pitt,ò BFTM, vol. V no. 5-6 (July 1940), pp. 140-142.  

The same letter (heavily edited) appears in Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 299-300.  The recipientôs copy of the letter is in America and the 

West Indies, vol. 87, pp. 297-302, Public Record Office. 

 
95

   Except for passages concerning Howeôs death, Abercrombyôs letter to Pitt was published in the ñofficialò London Gazette 

Extraordinary, 22 August 1758, and in the London Chronicle of the same date. 

 
96

   John Calcraft to Loudoun, 22 August 1758, LO 5895.  Docketed as received by Loudoun on 29 August 1758.  Capt. Cunninghame 

to Loudoun, 24 August 1758, LO 5899. 

 
97

   Scots Magazine, vol. 20, August 1758, pp. 436-438. 

 
98

   Scots Magazine, vol. 20, August 1758, pp. 438-439.  This letter also appeared in New York Mercury, 24 July 1758, p. 2 col. 3. 

 
99

   Scots Magazine, vol. 20, August 1758, p. 442. 

 
100

   The Country between Crown Point and Albany being the Great Pass from the English to the French Settlements in North America 

(FTA #1990.127) and A Plan of the Country from the Landing Place with the Encamp
mts

 and Marches of the Troops under Major 

General Abercrombie at the Attack of Ticonderoga (FTA #1991.58).  The two maps, both engraved by T. Phinn from unknown 

sources, appeared in Scots Magazine, vol. 20, August 1758, opp. p. 436.  The Magazine typically published no more than one map a 

year between 1745 and 1782, except for 1758 when eight maps appeared.  Christopher M. Klein, Maps in Eighteenth-century British 

Magazines: A Checklist (Chicago: Newberry Library, 1989), fig. 5. 

 
101

   King George II granted the Highland Regiment a ñRoyalò title on 22 July 1758.  The warrant is reprinted in Richards, Black 

Watch, p. 28.  That news had not yet reached North America until proclaimed in General Abercrombyôs orders of 24 November 1758.  

3 December 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XIII no. 2 (June 1971), pp. 155-56.  So this interpolation must have come 

from the proud Scottish editor of the Magazine who had already heard the news from the metropolis. 

 



cannot say for them what they really merit; I shall forever fear the wrath, love the integrity, and admire the bravery of Scotsmen.  I 

have only further to say of the highlanders, that the few surviving men of them, though mostly wounded, seem more impatient to 

revenge the cause of their deceased friends, than careful to avoid coming to the same fate; and by their assistance, we still have reason 

left that we shall soon give a very good account of ourselves.  There is much harmony and good regulation among us; our men love 

and fear us, as we do very justly our superior officers.  We are in a most d---able country, only fit for wolves, and its native savages. 

 

**************************************  

 

 The officer corps of the Highland Regiment lost 26 officers and 19 sergeants killed and wounded in the assault on the French 

Lines at Carillon, 26 of the 37 commissioned officers of the regiment on the field.
102

  Among the wounded was Captain James Murray, 

second son of Lord George Murray, commander of the Atholl Brigade during the ó45.
103

  Despite his Jacobite genealogy, Captain 

Murrayôs rank and family relationship to his colonel and godfather, Lord John Murray, surely promoted his evacuation to the best 

available medical care at the British Armyôs general hospital in Albany.  This letter to his brother at his motherôs estate at Strowan is 

a familiar form of family letter: Begin with all the adventures (embarkation, rattlesnakes), then on to details of battle, saving for 

almost the end a brief report of casualties (including his own wound in the thigh and hope for recovery), and then close with a 

touching message to a young lady concerning her talisman of love. 

 

 A Massachusetts provincial in Col. Timothy Rugglesô regiment may have encountered Captain Murray on the battlefield.  

Samuel Fisher recorded in his diary that Rugglesô regiment had been held in the rear, and then ordered  ñto heave up a brest work to 

Receive the wounded.  .  .  .  The guns did roar like thunder & from about Noon till about Sun Sett there was a Steady fire & the 

groans of wounded Men were Continually Sounding in our Ears in Short the Doctors had more than they Could Do & Many a poor 

Soldier came in with his farewell Shott.  this was a Dolfull Sight to behold.  I See 3 Men Come in togethur which were hilanders that 

were Every one Shott in at the Right thigh & believe were all wounded with one Shott.ò
104

    

 

 This letter is from Captain James Murray to Mr. John Murray of Strowan, 19 July 1758.  The manuscript is in Atholl 

Records, vol. III, pp. 438ff; reprinted in F.B. Richards, The Black Watch (Fort Ticonderoga reprint, [1929]), pp. 22-24. 

 

**************************************  

 

    Albany, 19 July 1758 

 

My Dear Brother 

 

 The last letter I wrote you was dated from Fort Edward camp about 18th June.  We proceeded on to Lake George where Fort 

William Henry formerly stood which was taken and destroyed by the French last year, where we remained until the 5th cur
t
, and then 

the whole army embarked upon the lake in bateaux that hold 23 men with a monthôs provisions all the artillery stores was likewise 

embarked, and everything else belonging to an army.  We were divided into brigades.  There was in all about 5,000 regulars and 

12,000 provincials.  We had also light infantry and rangers who had whale-boats which are the lightest and best going boats that can 

be made.  We put off about 8 and got fairly into the lake which I took to be about 20 miles long and not above two miles at the 

broadest part of it.  There are several small islands which are quite covered with wood and all around the lake is very hilly and quite 

covered with woods, as the most part of the country is, at least what I have seen onôt. 

 

 This lake abounds in fine trout the meat of which is red, pearch, suckers and several other sorts of fish.  There is also plenty 

of beavers.  On the side of the lake there is plenty of deer but I have not seen any since I came to the country.  Sometimes when I have 

been out on command I have killed rattle snakes about four feet long and as thick as the small of oneôs leg, with 18 rattles, which 

altogether might be about four inches long.  They say some have twenty or more.  They have both teeth and a sting.  The rattles being 

at the tail makes them that they can stand up on end and spring a short way at one.  When touched they make a great noise with their 

                                                 
102

   ñReturn of the Killed, Missing and Wounded of His Majestyôs Troops and Provincials in the Action near Ticonderago, July 8. 

1758,ò Boston News-Letter, 27 July 1758, p. 1.  Capt. Allan Campbell to John Campbell of Barcaldine, 6 January 1759.  See below, 

pp. XXX . 

 
103

   Murray was commissioned captain in the 42nd on 20 July 1757, commanding one of the three additional companies authorized.  

Murrayôs inexperienced ñadditionalò company was stationed at Fort Edward during the battle, and he commanded Capt. James 

Abercrombieôs company during the battle on 8 July.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 88.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 70-73.  Halford-

MacLeod, Early Officers, pp. 117-118, 124-25, 132. 

 
104

   Samuel Fisher, 8 July 1758, journal, LOC.  In this present collection of documents, we can identify three Highland officers 

wounded in the thigh: Lieutenant William Grant, Captain James Murray, and Lieutenant Archibald Campbell Sheriff. 

 



rattles.  Their bite is not so bad as called for it can be easily cured with oil or salt.  They smell exactly like a goat, rather ranker if 

possible before they are seized but afterwards have almost no smell at all.  They make the richest and best soup that can be which I eat 

of and like much.  The meat is but insipid.
105

 

 

 The 6th we disembarked at the lower end of the lake.  In the morning our light infantry and rangers had some skirmishing 

with the French pickets.  Lord Howe was killed at the second shot and he is very much regretted.  There was taken that day about 150 

prisoners, five of whom were officers.  They had a great many killed so that very few of their pickets escaped which consisted in all 

about 350. 

 

 The next day being the 7th, we were making preparations to invest a fort called Theenderora which is five miles from Lake 

George and is situate on a neck of land that runs into Lake Champlain.  As to the dimensions of the lake I canôt say, and marched 

within a mile and half of it that evening.  The next morning the light infantry made the French sentries and small posts retire to their 

entrenchments for the French had an encampment about half a cannon shot before their fort, and were entrenched after the following 

manner: They had cut trees laid one above another a manôs height and in the outside there was brush and logs for about 15 paces from 

it which made it impossible to force their breastworks without cannon which we had not taken up that length as then.  They were also 

under cover of the fort so if we could beat them out of their trenches, they could have retired pretty safely. 

 

 Between one and two we marched up and attacked the trenches, and got within twenty paces of them and had as hot a fire for 

about three hours as possible could be, we all the time seeing but their hats and the end of their muskets.  About half an hour before 

we were obliged to retire I received a shot through my thigh after which I stayed a few minutes but finding if I stayed any longer my 

thigh would turn stiff and losing a great deal of blood I with help got into the road and that evening with Cap
t
 Gordon Graham,

106
 our 

paymaster, got into a whaleboat and against the next morning got to the upper end of Lake George and was transported down here.  I 

am confined to my bed but the surgeons say my wound looks as well as can be expected, nor is there any sort of danger in it as it has 

only grazed the bone, so I shall be well soon again.  I am in perfect health, have a good appetite and sleep tolerably well. 

 

 Our regiment has suffered much.  There was the captain lieutenant,
107

 and six subalterns
108

 killed on the spot and since the 

major
109

 and the lieutenant
110

 have died of their wounds.  The colonel,
111

 four captains, and twelve subalterns are wounded.
112

 180 men 

                                                 
105

   Provincials marveled at the rattlesnakes as well.  When the army rested briefly at Sabbath Day Point, a New Jersey soldier 

recalled that ñhere were the greatest number of rattle-snakes I ever saw or heard of.ò  Albertson, BFTM, vol. IV no. 2, p. 44.  Another 

provincial assumed that the brevity of the armyôs lay-over at Sabbath Day Point was the result of one of his sentries hearing ña 

rattlesnake which caused him to cry out and aroused the whole camp which caused our officer to order the whole to embark.ò  Elijah 

Estabrook, 5 July 1758, manuscript journal in the collection of the New Brunswick Provincial Museum.  

 
106

   Gordon Graham of Drainie received an ensignôs commission in 1739, when the independent watch companies were amalgamated 

into the Highland Regiment.  He served in the War of the Austrian Succession, including the Battle of Fontenoy.  He served with his 

regiment throughout the Seven Yearsô War in North America, including Ticonderoga, the campaigns led by Amherst, the Caribbean 

campaigns, and the Battle of Bushy Run.  Despite being wounded himself in the Battle of Carillon, as the senior-surviving captain he 

succeeded Duncan Campbell to the majority on 17 July 1758.  Graham had tried repeatedly to purchase the majority from Duncan 

Campbell, to no avail.  Now it was his by succession, at no cost.  Abercromby announced the promotion on 29 July 1758.  Monypenny 

Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII no. 6 (Oct. 1970), p. 455.  Graham became lieutenant colonel of the regiment on 9 July 1762.  Army 

Lists for 1759, p. 89.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 14, 67.  Diana M. Henderson, The Scottish Regiments (Glasgow, HarperCollins, 

1993), p. 100.  Ford, British Officers, p. 46.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, pp. 97, 113, 120-21. 

 
107

   Captain-Lieutenant John Campbell of Duneavis purchased his commission 16 February 1756 just before the regiment left Ireland.  

Army Lists for 1758, p. 88.  According to Stewart of Garth, he was among the first to force his way into the French Lines.  Major-

General David Stewart of Garth, Sketches of the Character, Manners and Present State of the Highlanders of Scotland with Details of 

the Service of Highland Regiments (Edinburgh, 1822), vol. I, pp. 250, 279.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 64.  Halford-MacLeod, Early 

Officers, p. 131. 

 
108

   These included lieutenants George Farquarson, Hugh McPherson, William Baillie, and John Sutherland and ensigns Patrick 

Stewart and George Rattray.  ñBritish Officers Killed and Wounded near Ticonderoga, July 8, 1758,ò DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 728. 

 
109

   Major Duncan Campbell of Inverawe.  The story of Major Campbellôs ñweird,ò predicting his death at a place with ñthe 

outlandish nameéTiconderoga, the utterance of the dead,ò is memorialized in Robert Louis Stevensonôs epic poem, Ticonderoga: A 

Legend of the West Highlands (1887). 

 
110

   It is not clear which of the lieutenants died subsequently.  The troop returns prepared on 10 July show 6 lieutenants killed and 10 

wounded. 

 
111

   Lieutenant Colonel Francis Grant, commissioned 17 December 1755, just prior to the regimentôs departure for North America in 

June 1756.  Return of the Strength of the Forty Second, LO 2415.  Army Lists for 1758, p. 88. 



killed and 280 wounded.  None of the other regimentsô losses were near so great.  Cap
t
 Stewart

113
 was not touched, Cap

t
 Sterling

114
 nor 

Farquarson
115

 were not there so are well, but Lieu
t
 Farquarsonôs younger brother was killed.

116
  Lieu

t
 David Mills,

117
 my lieutenant, is 

not ill wounded and is pretty well, so if you would inform his father-in-law, M
r
 Hamilton of Hutcheson, who stays near Glasgow, you 

would oblige me.  Neil Stewart at Perth knows him. 

 

 I received a letter from Lord John
118

 15th May letting me know you are all well which gave me a great deal of pleasure but it 

would much more so to hear from some of you for it is very long since I had that satisfaction, the last being at Ireland, for Lord John 

wrote me no particulars. 

 

 Offer my humble duty to my dear mother and elsewhere due and best love to dear Lady Charlotte, Lady Sinclair, George, 

Charlotte, and Invercauld, and my best blessing attend all the young ones.  My kind compliments to Shusy Moray and tell her I had 

her hair about my neck when I received my wound which might have probably gone to my heart if it had not been wounded already. 

 

 I am ever your most affectionate brother, 

 

  James Murray 

 

**************************************  

 

Allan Campbell of Barcaldine joined the Army in December 1744 and served with the Duke of Cumberland (ñButcher,ò the 

Highlanders had called the kingôs son after Culloden) and the Government troops against ñBonnie Prince Charlieò and the Jacobite 

uprising.  In that campaign, Campbell was captured by the Jacobites at Prestonpans on 21 September 1745 and later paroled.
119

  

Campbell purchased his captaincy in the Highland Regiment on 15 March 1755, and came to America with his regiment in 1756.  At 

Ticonderoga in 1758, Campbell commanded the grenadier company of the Highland Regiment.  The grenadier company was the most 

prestigious in an 18
th
-century line regiment, and was comprised of the largest, strongest men.  In the 1759 campaign led by General 

Amherst, Campbell served as brevet major, commanding the grenadiers and rangers, and was commissioned major in 1762.  When 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
112

   Again, it is not possible to reconcile Captain Murrayôs numbers.  The troop returns on 10 July 1758 show 5 captains and 12 

subalterns wounded. 

 
113

   Two ñStewartò captains are named in the Army Lists for 1759, p. 89.  Capt. James Stewart of Urrard, commanding one of the three 

additional companies raised in July 1757, was wounded at Ticonderoga in 1758.  Capt. John Stuart was commissioned on 20 July 

1758.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 80, 84.  DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 729.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 117.  Here in this 19 July 

letter, Captain Murray is presumably referring to the former, but is uninformed about Urrardôs wound. 

 
114

   Captain Thomas Stirling, commissioned 24 July 1757, commanded one of the three additional companies authorized.  He was not 

present for the battle because his troop ship had been blown off course to Antigua.  Army Lists for 1759, p. 89.  Richards, Black 

Watch, p. 84.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, pp. 117-124. 

 
115

   Lieutenant George Farquarson, commissioned 29 March 1750, making him one of the four oldest lieutenants serving in any 

Regular regiment in North America.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 728.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 

114.  Captain Murray must have mistaken the two Farquarsons, for all the returns of officers and soldiers killed and wounded at 

Ticonderoga list Lieutenant Farquarson.  George is the only lieutenant on the Army Lists before 1758, and does not appear on the 

Army Lists for 1759. 

 
116

   Ensign Alexander Farquarson, commissioned 22 July 1757 in one of the three additional companies raised in July 1757.  Army 

Lists for 1758, p. 88.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 117.  The younger Farquarson, the ensign, survived to be promoted to fill 

one of the many vacancies as a lieutenant, 29 July 1758.  Army Lists for 1759, p. 90. 

 
117

   Lieutenant David Mills, or Milne, was commissioned a lieutenant in one of the ñthree additional companiesò of the 42nd on 19 

July 1757.  Wounded at Ticonderoga and again at Martinique, he retired from the Army in 1763.  Army Lists for 1758, p. 88.  

DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 729.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 70.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 119. 

 
118

   Lord John Murray was named colonel of the 42nd Regiment of Foot, and commissioned on 25 April 1745 just prior to Fontenoy.  

He was Captain John Murrayôs godfather.  On 21 January 1758, Lord John was commissioned a lieutenant general.  Richards, Black 

Watch, pp. 71, 73-75.  Ford, British Officers, p. 76. 

 
119

   Captain Allan Campbell, commissioned 15 March 1755.  Army Lists for 1758, p. 88. 

 



the regiment was reduced with the Peace of 1763, Campbell went on half-pay and received a grant of 5,000 acres between Crown 

Point and Ticonderoga, whereon this editorôs house is located.
120

 

 

 This letter from Captain Allan Campbell to John Campbell of Barcaldine dated 11 July 1758 comes from the Mackay of 

Bighouse Muniments (GD 87/1/82  2A3), courtesy of the Scottish Record Office, Edinburgh.  The letter was previously published in 

Frederick B. Richards, The Black Watch, Fort Ticonderoga reprint, [1929], p. 20. 

   ************** ************************  

 

D
r
 Broy

r121
  

 

 The 8
th
 of this mounth we had a hot Brush at the lines of Ticonderoga where we lost a Considerable number of men and 

Officers the Officers of your aquentance wounded are major Campbell
122

 and his Son
123

 Both in their arms, and I hope will do well, 

Cap
t
 Strathour

124
 Slightly in the Breast, L

tt
 Arch

d
 Campbell Sherriff

125
 Badly in the thigh, L

tt
 John Campbell Glendaruel

126
 Slightly in 

the arm, Cap
t
 L

tt
 John Campbell Duneaves,

127
 killd, L

tt
 Hugh M

c
 Pherson

128
 Ditto, Capt Graham Duckra

129
 and Broy

r130 
Both wounded 

slightly, and Several other officers of the Reg
t
 but not of your aquentance ar killed and wounded, Our Reg

t
 Aquired great Glory by the 

good behaviour of Both men, and Officers, tho we were unsuccesfull.  I have the pleasure to aquint you that Both my Nephew George 

                                                 
120

   Richards, Black Watch, pp. 61-62.  E.B. OôCallaghan, comp., Indorsed Land Papers, p. 326.  (Major Campbell and Lt. Kennedy 

petitioned for a grant of 7,000 acres on 8 December 1763.)  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 146.  Jane M. Lape, ed., Patches and 

Patterns (Ticonderoga: Historical Society, 1969), p. 30.  Westbrook, Town of Crown Point property tax bills, 1998. 

 
121

   John Campbell of Barcaldine.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 22. 

 
122

   Major Duncan Campbell.  See note 109 above and notes 137 and 148 below. 

 
123

   Lieutenant Alexander Campbell, commissioned 28 January 1756.  At home in Scotland, friends heard that the young lieutenant 

ñhad gote his arm broke betwixt the elbow and the shoulder, but that he was in a good way and in good spirits.ò  Sir Robert Menzies 

of Rannoch to John Murray of Strowan, 6 September 1758, (Chronicles of Atholl and Tullibardine, vol. III, p. 444); Halford-

MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 132.  After being wounded, Campbell was invalided to Glasgow, promoted to captain in the Fencibles, 

and died in 1760.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 41.  DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 729.  An engraved map powder 

horn, inscribed ñ1758,ò said to have belonged to Lt. Campbell and bearing the arms of the Campbells of Inverawe, is in the collections 

(cat. no. M-6932) of the McCord Museum, Montréal. 

 
124

   Captain John Campbell of Strachur, commissioned 16 May 1748 in Loudounôs Highland Regiment, and drawn from the half-pay 

list in 1756 to a captaincy in the 42nd Foot.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 728.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 65-

66.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 147. 

 
125

   Lieutenant Archibald Campbell Sheriff, commissioned 5 May 1756.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  ñSheriffò distinguishes this Lt. 

Archibald, the son of the Sheriff of Argyll, from another commissioned 28 July 1757.  Army Lists for 1758, pp. 88-89.  Richards, 

Black Watch, p. 22.  Campbell Sheriff was a third Highland officer wounded in the thigh during the action on 8 July 1758. 

 
126

   Lieutenant John Campbell of Glendaruel (1721-1795), commissioned 16 May 1748.  In the year of the peace settlement, 1763, 

Campbell married the daughter of one of the most notorious Canadian partisans, St. Luc de la Corne, whose forces destroyed the 

wagon train in late July  1758.  See note 49 above.  In 1775, Campbell succeeded in capturing Ethan Allen during the latterôs abortive 

invasion of Canada.  Two years later, Campbell returned to Ticonderoga with Burgoyneôs invasion force.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  

Abercromby to Stanwix, 12 August 1758, AB 531.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 64-65.  DCB, vol. IV, pp. 129-131. 

 
127

   Captain-Lieutenant John Campbell of Duneavis.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 64.  See footnote 107 above. 

 
128

   Lieutenant Hugh McPherson, promoted 26 January 1756 as part of the augmentation.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  Halford-

MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 98. 

 
129

   Captain Thomas Graeme of Duchray, promoted in place of Duncan Campbell on 16 February 1756.  Graeme had been Captain-

Lieutenant during the regimentôs final assignment in Ireland.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 67-68.  Halford-

MacLeod, Early Officers, pp. 97, 99. 

 
130

   Lieutenant John Graeme of Duchray, commissioned 25 January 1756.  Lt. Graeme also served as regimental quarter-master, under 

a commission of 19 February 1756.  Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 67. 

 



and I Eskeapôd without a Scratch tho Both in the heat of the action George is a pritty Lad hes now a L
tt
 in Coll. Gageôs Reg

t
 of Light 

Infantry,
131

 Your Son the major
132

 was well about 2 mounths ago at Philadelphia  

 

we are now at the end of Lake George Encamp
t
 I have told you now all the news that can occurr to me or that I have time to 

write you as I thought it my Duty to aquint you and my other Broy
rs
 of my being well after a Smart action I have no time to write you 

more being Excesivly hurried having no Body to asist me in the affairs of my Company having my three L
tts

 killôd or wounded viz L
tt
 

Balie killôd,
133

 and L
tts

 Arch
d
 Campbell,

134
 and William Grant

135
 Wounded, 

 

Iôll Write you very fully in my nixt. 

 

my best wishes to my Sister to your family, and all our friends and I am Dr Broy
r
 

 

    Your most affec: and Lov: 

Camp at Lake George  Broy
r
 while 

July the 11
th
 1758 

    Allan Campbell 

 

George has not time to write you, as I belive he has not heard of this Express is going off 
136

  

 

 

**************************************  

 

 As with e-mail correspondents today, 18th-century letter-writers wrote semi-publicly, with the expectation that their letters 

would likely be opened by others, in any event passed around, copied and forwarded, and sometimes even published widely in 

newspapers and magazines.  These reprinted portions of ostensibly private letters gave news broader circulation (hence ñnews-letterò 

and ñcorrespondentò in the history of journalism).  In its year-end appendix published around the new year, 1758-59, Scots Magazine 

reprinted a letter from an anonymous lieutenant at Fort Edward reporting on the action at Ticonderoga on 8 July.  From internal 

evidence concerning his thigh wound and the sequence of promotions, we can identify the author as the wounded grenadier lieutenant, 

William Grant, referred to by Capt. Allan Campbell as he closed the letter above.  Grant may well have been writing this letter from 

the hospital at the Fort Edward base camp, where Major Duncan Campbell had died a month earlier following the surgeonôs decision 

to amputate his wounded arm.
137

  

 

                                                 
131

   George Campbell was commissioned ensign in the 42nd Foot on 31 January 1756 (Army Lists for 1757, p. 80) but then transferred 

to Gageôs new ñrangingò regiment on 28 December 1757 (Army Lists for 1761). 

 
132

   Major Alexander Campbell, commissioned on 7 January 1757 in Montgomeryôs Highlanders (77th Foot).  Richards, Black Watch, 

p. 22.  Ford, British Officers, p. 22. 

 
133

   Lt. William Baillie, commissioned 31 January 1756 off the half-pay list as the regiment was augmented.  Baillie had been an 

ensign in Loudounôs Regiment in 1747. Army Lists for 1757, p. 80.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 101-102. 

 
134

   Lieutenant Archibald Campbell (1720-1762), commissioned 28 July 1757, brother of Capt.-Lt. John Campbell of Duneaves.  

Army Lists for 1758, p. 89.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 62.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 119. 

 
135

   Lieutenant William Grant, commissioned 22 May 1746.  See below for Grantôs letter of 17 August 1758. 

 
136

   Abercrombyôs cynical officers believed the general was manipulating the postal system to his own advantage.  ñOur illustrious 

chief thinks it necessary to conceal from the officers of his Army the time when each packet is to sail dreading very justly that some 

truth might be sent over not altogether to his honour, advantage, and glory.ò  Capt. Lee [44
th
 Foot] to sister, Miss Sidney Lee, 16 

September 1758, cover letter [FTA #M-6008]; published in ñThe [Charles] Lee Papers,ò vol. I, in Collections, New-York Historical 

Society, 1871, pp. 6-7. 

 
137

   ñMajor Duncan Campbell of the 42nd who was wounded in the arm at the battle on the 8th was obliged to have it cut off and died 

soon thereafter.ò  Abercromby to Pitt, Lake George, 19 August 1758; this passage quoted in Richards, Black Watch, p. 26, is not 

reprinted in the published version of the letter: Abercromby to Pitt, 19 August 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 316-327.  Sir Robert 

Menzies had heard reports that the Major had been wounded in the right arm, ñbut not dangerous.ò  Sir Robert Menzies of Rannoch to 

John Murray of Strowan, 6 September 1758, (Chronicles of Atholl and Tullibardine, vol. III, p. 444); Halford-MacLeod, Early 

Officers, p. 132. 

 



 William Grant of the Grants of Rothiemurchus refers to his service at Fontenoy in May 1745, where the Highland Regiment 

had distinguished itself during that stunning defeat for the Anglo-Dutch-Austrian forces.  He was appointed ensign in October 1745 

and lieutenant seven months later.  Grantôs letter here closes with a poignant reflection on the destruction of the officer corps of the 

Highland Regiment on 8 July: ñHow can we recruit, and when shall we have so fine a regiment again?ò  In six hours, his regiment had 

lost 26 officers and 19 sergeants.  Abercromby eventually filled the vacancies.
138

 The wounded lieutenant was promoted to captain on 

23 July 1758.  Grant was made major in 1777, and, after 33 years of service, retired in 1778 as brevet lieutenant colonel.
139

 

 

 Grantôs letter of 17 August 1758 helps to substantiate General Abercrombyôs claim to have ordered two reconnaissances of 

the French Lines even then still under construction.  (See below, pp. XXX.) 

 

 This extract from Grantôs letter, entitled ñCopy of a letter from North America,ò appeared in Scots Magazine, vol. 20, 

Appendix for 1758 (following December number), pp. 698-699.
140

  The whereabouts of the manuscript original is not known. 

 

**************************************  

 

Though I wrote you some time in May from this place, I cannot but again acquaint you of what happened in July before Ticonderoga, 

viz.  The whole army under General Abercrombieôs command, which consisted of about 8000 provincials, 6000 regular troops, with a 

body of rangers, light infantry and Indians, about 2000 in number, set out in bateaux from Fort William Henry,
141

 end of Lake George, 

early in the morning of July 5. for Ticonderoga.  The army landed at the enemyôs advanced guard on the 6th, about eight in the 

morning, without any opposition, the enemy having abandoned their camp with precipitation, though naturally very strong, and it had 

likewise the advantage of a long breastwork.  Their panic was so great, that they left their camp standing, with all the baggage they 

had, as also all their provisions, and some hogsheads of wine.  Their terror was so very unaccountable, that some of their officers even 

left their silver-hilted swords lying upon their camp-tables; all which became a prey to our irregulars.
142

 

 

 The army that afternoon marched to invest Ticonderoga; on which march our irregulars and light infantry fell in with a body 

of the enemy consisting of 500, sent from the fort to observe our motions,
143

 and to annoy us as we passed through the wood, which 

was extremely difficult, from its thickness and its being so full of creeks and swamps.  However, the enemyôs body of observation 

were either killed or taken prisoners in less than half an hour, so that not more than five or six made their escape.  In this skirmish, 

Lord Howe being in the front, and rushing up to the enemy, was unfortunately shot dead upon the spot.  His death was immediately 

felt, and much regretted, by the whole army.  The King had not perhaps a better officer; his genius was very great, but his application 

to the business he took in hand was extraordinary.  Had this excellent young nobleman been spared, he would have been an honour to 

his country.  In short, he was truly brave without temerity, and prudent without weakness.  His death is a loss to the common cause.  

This is not mine only but the opinion of the whole army.  On this occasion we lost a few men and one subaltern officer.
144

  

                                                 
138

   Abercrombyôs first publicly announced round of promotions was announced three weeks after the battle; all were at the Lt. 

Colonel/Major level.  29 July 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII no. 6 (Oct. 1970), p. 455.  By 19 August (see below, 

p. XXX ), Abercromby proclaimed that all vacancies were filled.  Abercromby to Abercromby, 19 August 1758. 

 
139

   Richards, Black Watch, p. 69.  Ford, British Officers, p. 48. 

 
140

   Reprinted in Maclachlan, Highlands, vol. II (1875), pp. 339-340.  Quoted extensively in Archibald Forbes, The Black Watch: The 

Record of an Historic Regiment (London: Cassell and Coy, 1896), pp. 54-55.  Quoted briefly in Francis Parkman, Montcalm and 

Wolfe [Frontenac edition] (Boston: Little, Brown, and Co., 1905), vol. II, p. 316. 

 
141

   Fort William Henry had been destroyed the previous year by Montcalmôs French army.  Grant is referring to the general location 

of the British camp on the southern shore of Lake George.  See Ian K. Steele, Betrayals: Fort William Henry and the ñMassacreò 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1990), pp. 127-128. 

 
142

   Rather than a camp abandoned by ñunaccountable terror,ò Col. McCulloch suggests that this equipment belonged to the forward 

parties commanded by Trépezec and Langis, which had not yet returned by the time the French advanced guard withdrew. 

 
143

   The French scouting parties led by Langis and Tr®pezec, then withdrawing, had been sent to Bald Mountain (now called Rogersô 

Rock) to observe the British advance and offer resistance if possible.  Vaudreuil, ñObservations,ò DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 791.  

Lotbini¯re, 5 July 1758, ñCondition of New France . . .,ò DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 894. 

 
144

   The junior officer killed was Lt. Thomas Cumberford of Col. Gageôs Light Armed Infantry.  Unsigned letter from Camp at Lake 

George, 14 July 1758 in DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 735.  See Gage to Loudoun, 25 January 1758, LO 5463, lobbying for the appointment 

of Cumberford to the 80th Foot.  Cumberford had been commissioned lieutenant on 15 December 1756.  Loudoun notes that he was 

the ñEldest Ensign formerly a Quartermaster of Dragoons.ò  ñList of Commissions Given by  .  .  .  Loudoun, in the Following 

Regiments,ò Military Affairs, p. 281. 

 



 

 The seventh we spent in reconnoitring the French lines before Ticonderoga, and finding out the easiest approaches to them.  

The engineers
145

 who had been sent to take a view of the lines this day, reported to the General, that they could be easily forced, even 

without cannon, if they were attacked with spirit.  Nevertheless, the General acted as he should do; that is, he wanted that the 

engineers should be certain of what they told him with regard to the lines; so that in order to gain this great point, he sent them out 

again to take as near a view of the lines as possible, early in the morning of the eighth with a proper escort.
146

  They returned, and 

confirmed their former intelligence.  Upon which a council of war was immediately called, wherein it was unanimously determined to 

attack the enemy in their lines, covered with the cannon of the fort. 

 

 The piquets of the army, with the grenadiers, were ordered to begin the attack; and in the meantime the whole army advanced 

to sustain the piquets and grenadiers.  The attack began a little past one in the afternoon, and about two the fire became general on 

both sides; which was exceedingly heavy, and without any intermission; insomuch that the oldest soldiers present never saw so furious 

and so incessant a fire.  The affair of Fontenoy was nothing to it; I saw both.  We laboured under unsurmountable difficulties: the 

enemyôs breastwork was about nine or ten feet high, upon the top of which they had plenty of wall-pieces
147

 fixed, and well lined on 

the inside with small arms.  But the difficult access to their lines was what gave them a fatal advantage over us: they took care to cut 

down monstrous large fir and oak trees, &c., which covered all the ground from the foot of their breastwork, about the distance of a 

cannon shot every way in their front.  This not only broke our ranks, and made it impossible for us to keep our order, but it put it 

entirely out of our power to advance briskly; which gave the enemy abundance of time to mow us down like a field of corn, with their 

wall pieces and small arms, before we fired a single shot, being ordered to receive the enemyôs fire, and march with shouldered arms 

until we came up close to their breastwork.  If you reflect a little on these many obstacles thrown in our way, you will easily see, that 

the forcing the enemyôs lines was absolutely impracticable.  The whole weight of the fire fell upon the regular troops, but our regiment 

suffered more than any other.  I have seen men behave with courage and resolution before now, but so much determined bravery can 

hardly be equalled in any part of the history of ancient Rome.  They did not mind their fellow-soldiers tumbling down about them, but 

still went on undauntedly.  Even those that were mortally wounded, cried aloud to their companions, not to mind or lose a thought 

upon them, but to follow their officers, and charge the enemy, and to mind the honour of their king and country.  Nay, their ardour was 

so very extraordinary, that they could not be brought off while they had a single shot remaining.  Indeed they paid dearly for their 

intrepidity.  The remains of the regiment had the honour to cover the retreat of the army, and brought off the wounded. 

 

 We had seven officers killed on the spot, and poor Major Campbell 
148

 died since of his wounds.  Besides the killed, we 

had 19 officers wounded, 6 sergeants killed, and 13 wounded, 4 drummers killed and 2 wounded, 186 rank and file killed, and 263 

wounded.  Several have died since, and are still dying of their wounds.  How can we recruit, and when shall we have so fine a 

                                                 
145

   The engineers sent out on 7 July certainly included Lt. Matthew Clerk, senior engineer for the expedition, and Capt. James 

Abercrombie, captain in the Highland Regiment, a would-be engineer, and aide-de-camp to the Major General.  Abercrombie is 

identified as ñengineerò in the following correspondence between Sir Harry Erskine and Lord Bute.  Rogers, Journals, p. 114. A 

Massachusetts provincial noted on 7 July that ñThe Army Marcht up near the fort and sent out some spies to see what Poster [sic] of 

Defance they was in.ò  Obadiah Harris, 7 July 1758, manuscript ñrigmental jarnil,ò Huntington Library (HL 591).  See also footnote 

173 below. 

 
146

   One of engineer Major Eyreôs captains in the 44th Foot, William Hervey, wrote that ñAn Ingineer, who was a foreigner and had 

been set out to reconnoitre, made his report at the council of war in these terms: Je voi tout clair devant moi, et sôil ya un 

retrenchment, il faut que ca soit sous le cannon du fort.ò  [I saw completely clearly in front of me, and if there is an entrenchment 

there, it must be under the cannon of the fort.]  Hervey, 8 July 1758, Journals, p. 50.  That foreign engineer may have been Charles 

Rivez, sent to the forward edge of the clearing in front of the lines.  Rivez was subsequently commissioned an ensign in the 60th 

(Royal Americans) on 25 July 1758.  Rivez had certainly gathered enough intelligence about the French Lines to be able to draw a 

plan for Dr. Huck to send to Loudoun.  ñI desired Rivez to draw a Plan of the Lines at Ticonderoga, and our Camp at Lake George 

which I send you herewith.ò  (Unfortunately Rivezôs plans no longer accompany Huckôs letter.)  Dr. Huck to Loudoun, 30 November 

1758, LO 5969.  In Captain Monypennyôs roster of ñEngineers on the present service,ò Mr. Rivet is listed as one of four ñAssistants to 

the Engineers.ò  All four men held commissions in the Royal Americans. 29 June 1758, Monypenny Orderly Books, BFTM, vol. XII 

no. 5 (December 1969), p. 357. 

 
147

   ñWall-piecesò included both wall guns (similar to large-caliber muskets) and swivel guns (similar to small cannon), typically 

loaded with grapeshot and used as anti-personnel weapons.  Both types of weapons were mounted on the wall timbers.  ñThe Regulars 

who gave y
e
 first attack were a most swept off by Grape Shot from y

e
 Cannon as well as by small arms.ò  Caleb Rea, ñThe Journal of 

Dr. Caleb Rea, Written During the Expedition Against Ticonderoga in 1758,ò EIHC, vol. XVIII, Fabius Maximus Rea, ed., Salem, 

Massachusetts, 1881, p. 27. 

 
148

   Major Duncan Campbell of Inverawe (1702-1758).  Campbell died on 17 July 1758 and is buried in the Union Cemetery, between 

Fort Edward and Hudson Falls.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 41-42. 

 



regiment again?  The Lieutenant-Colonel
149

 had a very narrow escape: he was shot through the bonnet, and little after was knocked 

down by a spent ball, which hit him on the head: but in a moment he recovered, and charged the enemy at the head of the regiment.  

He is perfectly well.  I had myself my fusee broke in my hand by a musket ball, and sometime after I was shot through the middle of 

the thigh a little below the groin.  The ball went out behind through the hip, but luckily for me missed the bone.  However, it knocked 

me down, and I was carried off by two grenadiers of my platoon.  Captain Gordon Graham is Major to the regiment;
150

 in short, all the 

promotions went regularly in the corps, so that I have at last got a company, and Robert Gray
151

 is Captain-Lieutenant. 

 

     I am &c. &c. 

 

Fort Edward, Aug. 17. 1758. 

 

This letter was written by an officer of Lord John Murrayôs regiment, who never had seen the low country till anno 1740. 

 

**************************************  

Captain Campbell followed his first, hasty, letter to his brother six months later with a more thorough report after the 

regiment had gone into winter quarters in New York City.
152

  Campbellôs casualty calculations differ from the returns submitted 

immediately after the battle, although no one disputes his claim that ñour Reg
t
 lost more than any other Corps at the attack of the 

Lines.ò  For example, the return of killed and wounded in Capt. David Waterburyôs journal indicates total casualties of 455.
153

   

Multiple sources are consistent in identifying 26 casualties among the officers and 19 among the sergeants. 

 

This letter from Capt. Allan Campbell to his brother, John Campbell of Barcaldine, was first published in Richards, The 

Black Watch, [1929], pp. 20-22. 

 

**************************************  

 

New York, 6th January 1759 

 

D
r
 Brother 

 

 I writ you on the 11 July in a great hurry after our retreat from Ticonderoga to let you know of mine and Georgeôs welfair, 

after that unlucky afair, where severall of our friends and a great many worthy Fellows sufferôd.  Our Reg
t
 lost more than any other 

Corps at the attack of the Lines.  We have had killed and wounded since the beginning of the Campaign 520 (officers included) of 

which about 300 were left dead on the field or have dyed of their wounds, and of 37 officers that were present with the Reg
t
 that day 

11 only came off unhurt, of which number I was lucky enough to be one. 

 

 You would certainly hear before now of poor Major Campbell Inverawôs
154

 death, he livôd about a fortnight after he receivôd 

his wounds, the Doctors thought it necessary that his arm should be cut off, and he dyed soon after the operation at Fort Edward, all 

                                                 
149

   Lt. Col. Francis Grant ( -1782).  Richards, Black Watch, p. 68.  Major Francis Grant succeeded to the lieutenant-colonelcy to great 

acclaim from his men: He was ñso popular with the men, that, on the vacancy occurring, they subscribed a sum of money among 

themselves to purchase the lieutenant-colonelcy for him; but the money was not required, the promotion at the time being without 

purchase.ò  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, p. 98.  

 
150

   See note 106 above. 

 
151

   Robert Gray was appointed ensign in 1745 and lieutenant in 1747.  Then during peacetime, when the regiment was quartered in 

Ireland, his career languished.  When he arrived in America in 1756, he was one of the four ñeldest lieutenantsò serving in a Regular 

regiment.  Although wounded in the Battle of Carillon, he was among the post-battle promotions to fill vacancies---in his case, 

succeeding as second-senior lieutenant to captain-lieutenant on 22 July 1758.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 68.  Army Lists for 1758, p. 

88 and 1759, p. 89.  Halford-MacLeod, Early Officers, pp. 97, 114, 138. 

 
152

   W. Thomas, ñStations of Troops in North America, 1757-1760,ò Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research, vol. XIV, 

1935, pp. 235-236. 

 
153

   Capt. David Waterbury, ñThe Number of the Killed Wounded and Missing of His Majestyes Forces at the Lake on the Frontiers 

on the 6th: and 8th: of July in the Year 1758.ò  10 July 1758 in Waterbury, Personal Roster and Journal for the Lake George 

Campaign, p. 10, Fort Ticonderoga typescript of manuscript at Yale.  Capt. James Murrayôs account reprinted above suggests a total 

of 486 casualties, officers included.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 52, quotes Stewart of Garth for a total of 647 casualties. 

 
154

   Major Duncan Campbell of Inverawe.  See notes 109, 137, and 148 above. 



the rest of our wounded officers are quite recoverôd except his son, Sandy,
155

 Jock Campbell Glendaruel,
156

 and Archie Sheriff,
157

 but 

they are out of all danger, only their cure will be tedious. 

 Poor George had a narrow escape the day we landed at the French end of the Lake, having had a scratch along the face with a 

musket Ball.
158

  He was in a smart little action that happenôd in the woods a mounth afterwards between a detachment of 500 of our 

army under the command of Major Rogers and much the same number of Indians, French, and Canadians, where the latter were 

repulsed with the loss of 100 men, and I assure you his behaviour at that affair was much aplauded by his Broy
r
 officers on their return 

to the Army.
159

 

 

 Heôs now second oldest Lieu
t
 in General Gageôs Reg

t
 of light armôd infantry, for which heôs obliged to the late Major 

Campbell, Inveraw; and as they talk at present of augmenting that corps, heôll have a good chance of getting Higher up, and in any 

event he's better off by being so High in that Reg
t
 as they are now an Establishôd Corps,

160
 than if he had staid in ours, where he could 

be but a young Lieu
t
.  His Col

l
 has a great regard for him, and very Deservedly for heôs a lad of good morals, a good spirit, and very fit 

for his Business.  He has acted as Adjutant to that Reg
t
 since July last, by which he has nothing yet but Troble, there being no Adjutant 

allowôd, and that his Colonel means it for him; if heôs lucky enough to get that, I think heôs very well provided for the time he has 

served. 

 

 I have advancôd him Twenty Guineas for which he gave me a Bill on you.  I hope youôll not Disaprove of my conduct for 

doing it, not blame him for running so much short, when I explain to you the cause of it; its trew he came over very well Rigged out, 

but his changing Corps put him under the necessity of Buying new Regimentals, as these Differ in Colours from the rest of the Army, 

being Brown,
161

 besides his expense must be greater upon his first comming in among Strangers, and he had the misfortune of being 

sent a recruiting last winter, which really is a misfortune to an officer in this Country unless he is very carefull and happens to be 

successful, and I believe George lost by it.  This I ashure you is truth, and when you consider it was owing to these accidents, that he 

could not possibly guard against, I am hopefull youôl easily forgive him.  I was likewise obligôd to advance our Unkle Corrieôs
162

 son, 

Colin,
163

 Twenty two Pounds eighteen shillings and tenpence or he must have gone naked, having lost all his things at Fort William 

Henry.  I have sent both Bills to Brother Robert.  George and Colin are sent this winter a Recruiting to Pensilvania. 

 

 I had a letter dated the 30 Nov
r
 from my nephew, the Major,

164
 from where Fort du Quesne stood,

165
 he was then very well.  I 

expect dayly to hear from him, heôs had as troublesome and Fatigueing Campaign of it, as ever any Body had, our Army has been 

above a Month in Winter Quarters befor thers got to Fort du Quesne, which the French burnt upon their near aproach, and an immense 
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   Lieutenant Alexander Campbell.  See note 123 above.  

 
156

   Lieutenant John Campbell of Glendaruel.  See note 126 above. 

 
157

   Lieutenant Archibald Campbell Sheriff.  See note 125 above. 

 
158

   The face wound was not so serious that Lt. George Campbell of the 80th Foot was listed among the casualties after the 6-8 July 

1758 action. 

 
159

   Abercromby to DeLancey, 10 August 1758, AB 522.  Abercromby to Stanwix, 12 August 1758, AB 531.  Abercromby to Pitt, 19 

August 1758, in Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 316-327.  Rogers, Journals, pp. 117-119. 

 
160

   The Light Armôd Infantry (80th Foot) was established by Royal Warrant on 5 May 1758.  The Highland Regiment lost a number 

of officers by transfer into Gageôs Light Infantry, including Capt. Hugh Arnot and Lt. George Campbell. 

 
161

   Robin May and G.A. Embleton, Wolfeôs Army (London: Osprey, 1974), p. 46.  John R. Cuneo, ñFactors Behind the Raising of the 

80th Foot in America,ò Military Collector & Historian, vol. XI no. 4, winter 1959, pp. 85-103.  Wilson, McBarron, et al., ñPlate no. 

230: The 80th Regiment of Light-armed Foot, 1757-64,ò MC&H, vol. XV no. 3, fall 1963, p. 82.  Manders, Dunnigan and Elting, 

ñPlate no. 613: 80th Regiment of Foot, 1757-1764,ò MC&H, vol. XXXIX no. 4, winter 1987, pp. 171-172. 
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   John Campbell of Corries.  Richards, Black Watch, p. 22. 

 
163

   Lieutenant Colin Campbell, commissioned 13 January 1757 in Montgomeryôs Highlanders (77th Foot).  Ford, British Officers, p. 

22. 

 
164

   Major Alexander Campbell in Montgomeryôs Highlanders (77th Foot). 

 
165

   Fort Duquesne was destroyed by its French garrison on 23 November 1758.  Capt. James Abercrombie to Loudoun, 17 December 

1758, LO 5977.  War for Empire in Western Pennsylvania (Fort Ligonier Association, 1993), pp. 56-57. 

 



long march they have to get back to Philadelphia, wher ther Reg
t
 is to be Quarterôd this winter,

166
 and where I intend to go and see 

him, when I hear of their arrival, its about 100 miles from this place that our Reg
t
 is now quarterôd in. 

 

 We long much for a Pacquet here having no news from Europe for some months, I take the opportunity of writing you now 

by the Kennington man of war that carries home General Abercrombie
167

.   .   .   . 

 

 There is no News here at Present.  All our Friends in this Country are Well.  Remember my best wishes to my Sister, and the 

rest of your family whom may God Almighty bless and  

 

 I ever am, D
r
 Brother, your affec. and Lov. Broy

r
  

   

  Allan Campbell 

**************************************  

 Captain James Abercrombie of the Highland Regiment
168

 served as aide-de-camp successively to the commanders-in-chief in 

North America, Lord Loudoun, Major General Abercromby, and General Jeffery Amherst.  He was promoted to major in Fraserôs 

Highlanders (78th Foot) in 1760.
169

    Abercrombie served until the Peace in 1763, and then went on half-pay.  He returned to duty in 

1770 as lieutenant colonel of the 22nd Foot, and led that regiment to America in March 1775.  He died in June 1775 as a result of 

injuries sustained leading an attack during the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

 

 Captain Abercrombie advocated aggressive action and was fascinated by the new tactics of the ranging companies.  Captain 

Abercrombie accompanied engineer Matthew Clerk and the rangers on repeated scouts of Fort Carillon and the Ticonderoga region.  

A competent speaker of French, Abercrombie was responsible for interrogating prisoners taken at Carillon.
170

 Abercrombie also had 

personal ambitions as an ñengineer,ò as Sir Harry Erskine characterizes him in the cover letter below.  For example, when 

settlements in the Mohawk Valley were attacked in January 1758, he was assigned to plan and direct the construction of fortifications 

to protect the populace.
171

  Many of the maps and plans of the Ticonderoga region preserved in the Crown Collection are attributed to 

Capt. Abercrombie.
172

  

 

                                                 
166

   Montgomeryôs Highlanders (77th Foot) were, in fact, quartered in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, for the winter of 1758-59.  Thomas, 

ñStations of Troops,ò JSAHR, p. 236. 

 
167

   Pitt recalled Abercromby, who sailed home on HMS Kennington.  Pitt to Abercromby and Pitt to Governors in North America, 

both 18 September 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 353-354.  Capt. James Abercrombie to Loudoun, 17 December 1758, LO 5977. 

 
168

   Captain James Abercrombie (1732-1775), commissioned captain in the 42nd Foot on 16 February 1756.  Army Lists for 1758, p. 

88.  DCB, vol. IV, pp. 3-4.  Richards, Black Watch, pp. 60-61.  It is important to note that the captain appears always to have spelled 

his name Abercromb-IE  and the general signed his name Abercromb-Y. 

 
169

   Abercrombie became aide-de-camp to Lord Loudoun in May 1757.  In mid-June, Lord Loudoun and his military family embarked 

for Halifax to launch the campaign against Louisbourg.  Capt. Abercrombieôs powder ñHorn made at Sandyhook y
e
 16

th
 June on board 

the Ship Sheffield 1757ò on the eve of the departure for Halifax is in a private American collection.  Jim Dresslar, The Engraved 

Powder Horn: Folk Art of Early America (Bargersville, Indiana: Dresslar Publishing, 1996), pp. 42-43.  ñList of the Staff in North 

America,ò 25 December 1758, AB 844.  Abercrombie appeared as a captain in the 42nd Foot on the Army Lists through 1760.  

Abercrombie held seniority as a major from 25 July 1760, on his transfer into the 78th Foot.  Army Lists for 1761, p. 138.  DCB, vol. 

IV, p. 3.  See also Col. Ralph Harper, A Short History of the Old 78th Regiment (Laval, Québec: Dev-Sco Pubs., 1966), Appendix D, 

p. 84. 

 
170

   Capt. James Abercrombie to Loudoun, 29 November 1757, LO 4915; the interrogation of prisoner Jean Franche Bois by 

Abercrombie is LO 5132.  This November scout produced a proposal from Abercrombie (as well as independent proposals from Clerk 

and Robert Rogers) for a winter raid on Crown Point, asking that Loudoun ñallow me the command of 400 Volunteers from the 

Regulars & 150 Rangers,ò clearly expecting that his close relationship with Loudoun would win him the appointment.  Capt. James 

Abercrombie to Loudoun, 21 January 1758, LO 5437.  Cf. the proposals from Clerk (23 January 1758, LO 5449) and Rogers (13 

January 1758, LO 5398). 
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   Abercromby to Loudoun, 29 December 1757, LO 5144.  Abercromby to Loudoun, 8 January 1758, LO 5360. 

 
172

   Archer Butler Hulbert, comp., The Crown Collection of Photographs of American Maps (Cleveland, Ohio: Arthur H. Clark Co., 

1907).  For an example of a map signed by Js. Abercrombie, Capt., see ñMap of the Scene of the Action,ò dedicated to His Excellency 

General Abercromby, now in the British Library, Crown Collection, cxxi.g.1 (reproduced in Hulbert, vol. IV, pl. 7 and 8). 

 



Curiously, in the letter below, Captain Abercrombie emphasizes his role in Bradstreetôs advance on 7 July, but is silent on 

his role in the decisive scouts just prior to the battle, reconnaissance that shaped the decisions made by General Abercrombyôs 

Council of War on the morning of 8 July.  Captain William Hervey of the 44th Foot recorded on opening his diary for 8 July that 

ñCaptains Abercrombie and Clerke went to reconnoitre the enemy, and brought word that they were making a breastwork, which we 

might easily get to and push down with our shoulders.ò
173

  Capt. Abercrombie characterizes the scout in passive language, merely 

noting that ñnext morning the 8th it was perceived the Enemy were busy in making an Intrenchment,ò without acknowledging that he 

had been one of the influential ñperceivers.ò 

 

 General Abercromby had dispatched his senior aide-de-camp, Cunninghame, to Britain with the bad news immediately after 

the retreat to the Camp at Lake George.  Later that summer, as the general gradually regrouped and formulated a new plan of action, 

he sent his second-ranking aide-de-camp off with an assignment to deliver another set of intimate communications.  Captain 

Abercrombie was sent express to General Amherst ñto solicite five or six Regiments,ò to bring any troops he could spare to rescue the 

situation at Carillon.  Thus, Abercrombie was absent from the Generalôs councils just as he planned a renewed attack in late summer, 

1758.
174

  The letter published below suggests that General was clearly sending off another nay-sayer! 

 

 The 26-year-old Highland captain was a man of strong opinions, and shared them candidly with friends such as Sir Harry 

Erskine of Dysart and Lord Loudoun himself, after his recall.  Captain Abercrombieôs candor in the letter below to Sir Harry written 

immediately after the battle is echoed in a December 1758 letter to Lord Loudoun, apparently the aide-de-campôs first post-battle 

report to his former patron: ñGenll Abercromby is to come home in the Kennington I assure your Lo[rdshi]p his recall gives me great 

satisfaction, for without Other Counsellors than he advised with, little Glory was to be expected.  He was too diffident of his own 

abilities, & too compromising and easy in his Command.ò
175

  There has been much speculation about the possible familial 

relationship between the general and the captain.  Given the bluntness of the captain's comments concerning his superior, an uncle 

relationship seems unlikely.
176

  

 

This letter from Sir Harry Erskine to Lord Bute, 28 August 1758, transmitting a copy of a letter from Captain James 

Abercrombie to Sir Harry, 10 July 1758, are preserved in the Marquess of Bute Collection, Mount Stuart Trust Archives, and are 

published here for the first time by kind permission. 

 

**************************************  

 

My Lord 

 

 

 I shouôd have been happy to have been able to congratulate Your Lordship on the taking of Louisbourg;
177

 without mixing 

concern and condolance for the unfortunate attack at Ticonderago.  On which your Lordship has undoubtedly heard so many 

Comments already; that I shall not persume to trouble you with more.  The enclosed, my Lord, is from Abercromby the Engineer
178

 

whose character if I mistake not you are thoroughly acquainted with.  Lest you shouôd not, I shall only say of him; that he is a man of 

a true military turn, and of as much bravery, as any of any Army that I was ever acquainted with---I shall always do myself the honour 

                                                 
173

   Hervey, 8 July 1758, Journals, p. 50.  Herveyôs language is somewhat ambiguous about the timing: Does he refer to the scout that 

morning, or had the scout occurred the previous day followed by a report on the morning of the 8th?  Multiple sources suggest that 

there had been two scouts.  By correlating several, we believe that Major Robert Rogers accurately describes this particular scout as 

happening on 7 July.  ñCaptain [John] Stark, with the remainder of the Rangers, marched with Captain Abercrombie and Mr. Clerk the 

Engineer to observe the position of the enemy at the fort, from whence they returned again that evening.ò  Rogers, Journals, p. 114.  

Connecticut soldier Abel Spicer records that half of his company and an equal number of others had been assigned to accompany the 

engineer to Mount Defiance early on the morning of 8 July ñto see if he could find any place to plant their battery to advantage.ò  

Spicer, 8 July 1758, Chronicles, pp. 101-102.   
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   Dr. Huck to Loudoun, 10 September 1758, LO 5914. 

 
175

   Capt. James Abercrombie to Loudoun, 17 December 1758, LO 5977. 

 
176

   Capt. Abercrombie cannot be the son of the General.  His commission as captain is dated 16 February 1756.  Army Lists for 1756, 

p. 63.  Lord Loudoun noted that he had commissioned James Abercromby ña Son of M.G. Abercrombyò an Ensign in the 44th Foot on 

25 December 1756 (of which his father had been colonel since 13 March 1756).  Military Affairs, p. 332. 
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   Louisbourg fell on 26 July 1758 under a combined land-sea force led by General Jeffery Amherst. 

 
178

   Captain James Abercrombie. 

 



of transmitting to Your Lordship whatever letters I receive from that scene of War, that I look upon to be worth Your Lordshipôs 

perusal. 

 

I receivôd the honour of Your Lordshipôs from My Uncle, who desires me to present his respects to Your Lordship.  Your not 

receiving any of the tunes which you desirôd is neither my fault Lord Sutherlands, nor the personôs who is to set them.  He wouôd not 

proceed till he knew the compass of the Instrument.  I wrote to Oswald to be informed of it.  He was in the Country, and did not for 

some time receive my letter.  I have but just received his answer. 

 

Mr M
c
pherson the person who is to set them has but little spare time from his scholars; all this occasions more delay than I wouôd 

wish; but no time shall be lost by me in forwarding them.  As M
r
 Elliot is not now in town, I shall send them enclosed to M

rs
 Murray; 

(unless your Lordship pleases to give me some other directions Allow me My Lord to trouble you with my respects to Lady Bute and 

the rest of your family ---- I have the honour to be 

 

     My Lord 

Dysart Aug
t
 28    Your Lordshipôs 

 1758    Most obedient and 

     most humble Servant 

     H. Erskine 

 

I take the liberty My Lord to frank my letter to your Lordship by M
r
 Stewart Mackenzieôs advice, who said you wouôd Indulge me in 

that freedom------ 

 

**************************************  

 

Sir Harry Erskine forwarded to Lord Bute the following letter from ñAbercrombie the Engineer,ò written from Camp at Lake George, 

10 July 1758.  Here (with General Abercrombyôs own letter published for the first time below on p. XXX and a campaign map by the 

French-Canadian engineer, Lotbinière
179

) we have the first evidence clearly placing General Abercromby on the field of battle---

moving forward with the Highland Regiment---rather than remaining behind at the sawmill where most historians have placed him.
180

 

Certainly Abercrombyôs aide-de-camp had as much responsibility to know his superiorôs whereabouts on 8 July as he demonstrates 

on the 6th. 

 

****** ********************************  

 

Camp at Lake George July the 10
th
 1758 

 

Dear Sir 

 

  When I wrote you last I was in hopes by this time to have sent you some good news from here.  But ôtis not in 

mortals to Command Success.  Our Provincials were very long in assembling, and our Regulars were almost exhausted in transporting 

our Provisions, Artillery &c and mending the roads to this.  it was the last of June before we could assemble nine thousand of them. 

 

                                                 
179

   The map legend indicates point ñE. Rocher ou etoit G_______ A_________ pendant le combat,ò [the rocky outcrop where 

General Abercromby was during the combat.]  ñPLAN DU FORT DE CARILLON et de ses Environs avec Lôattaque des 

Retranchements faite Par une Armée Anglaise de 25000 Hommes aux ordre de Mylord Abrecrombie.  Le 8
e
 Juillet 1758ò; original in 

William L. Clements Library; copy in National Archives of Canada, NA-C-13277.  The well-known map published by Thomas 

Jefferys in 1768 is clearly based upon the Clements copy that came from the Amherst [headquarters] Papers. 

 
180

   Thomas Manteôs account seems to have been the earliest published account to allege that General Abercromby remained at the 

sawmill.  ñWhen the disorder amongst the English troops began to encrease to such a degree as to require the personal appearance of a 

commander in chief to restrain it effectually, the general, who had remained during the greatest part of the attack, at the Sawmills, two 

miles from the scene of action, was not to be found; nor did there, in fact, appear any other officer to do his duty, though so fair an 

opportunity presented itself to the second in command [Gage] to distinguish and recommend himself.ò  Thomas Mante, The History of 

the Late War in North-America (London: W. Strahan and T. Cadell, 1772), p. 151.  It has not yet been possible to identify Manteôs 

source for the allegation that General Abercromby remained at the sawmill.  Mante clearly had excellent sources amongst the officers 

of the British army, and is sometimes described as a former soldier, given the sophistication of his reportage and analysis.  The usually 

reliable Pargellis believed that Mante served in Montgomeryôs Highlanders (77
th
 Foot), but provided no source for that information.  

Pargellis, Lord Loudoun, p. 375.  Mante does not appear in any British Army List.  Dictionary of National Biography (London, 1886), 

vol. XXXVI, pp. 98-99. 

 



  the 3
d
 & 4

th
 instant we embarked all our Atterail,

181
 & a months provisions for the Army, in all above 15,000 men, & 

on the 5
th
 the whole set out & before night we got down to a place called Sabbath day point above half way Down Lake George, there 

halted a few hours, and set out again in order to land by Day break, 

 

  which we effected at the advanced Guard without opposition altho there were three Reg
ts182 

posted within less than a 

mile of us which they immediately evacuated upon our appearing.  we then formed the Army in four Columns, & marched and in 

about two miles from where we landed, Our light Infantry & marks men fell in with a reconnoitring party of the Enemy of about 350 

men 144 of whom with 8 officers were taken & the Chief part of the rest killed.  but here we met with a most essential loss by the 

death of my Lord How, who trying to defeat that party with our Light troops, in order not to retard the march of the Army had the 

misfortune to be shott.  His Lordship promised well & was every way qualified for the War in this Country.  during this little skirmish, 

our right wing by the unskilfulness of our guides separated from the left where the General was, who advanced about two miles 

further and night coming on lay upon our Arms. 

 

  the next morning I took a few rangers & went in search of that right wing who I found had returnd to where we 

landed, to which place likewise the left came having (contrary to orders) left their provisions & packs in the Battoes.  while the 

different Reg
ts
 were getting their packs, the General sent me with Col

o
 Bradstreet & the 44

th
, 1

st
 B.R.A.

183
 two Reg

ts
 of Provincials & 

1000 Battoe Men to take possession of the Saw Mill where we heard four Reg
ts
 were Intrenching themselves, but we found it 

abandoned.  the whole Army came up to the Saw Mill that afternoon, but rather too late to invest the Fort 

 

  next morning the 8th it was perceived the Enemy were busy in making an Intrenchment.  it was therefore resolved to 

attack them before they could finish it, & for that purpose the necessary Orders were given, the Attack not to begin till the whole 

Army was formed, & then a point of war would be beat for the attack.  but most unluckily this order was not kept up to, for the New 

York Reg
t
 by accident fell upon an Advanced Guard of the Enemy.  the Picquets who were supported by the Grenadeers & they by the 

Whole Line, rushed on to the attack before any of the Army were formed.  as the place was invested by our Irregulars the whole Army 

marched in One Column, & as the Reg
ts
 came up they joined piecemeal in the attack. 

 

  All this time the General imagined it was only our Irregulars but to his great surprise, when he came up with the 

Highlanders,
184

 he found all the rest of the Regulars attacking the Intrenchment.  the Highlanders ran to the left to their ground.  but 

the whole front of the Intrenchment was so full of fallen Trees, it was impossible to move on in Order to the Attack, so that after 

several repeated efforts during a continued fire of four hours, we found we could make no impression.  it was therefore thought 

prudent to desist.  I must do the Troops justice to declare that I never saw more undaunted resolution in the whole Regulars, than I saw 

that day.  but the eagerness of the troops for the attack was the loss of that Day & nothing else.  the great loss of our field officers and 

others, & of our men, made it thought expedient to come back.  As I never out my opinion in competition with my Superiors, I must 

suppose it was right, mais jôettois dôune avis tout contraire
185

 for I was for bringing up our Artillery next Day & attacking it in form.  

but others who have not seen half the Service, & whose nerves are not quite braced for war, advised the contrary, which by my Soul I 

am heartily sorry was preferrôd to mine, the Enemy four thousand odd hundred, & we 13,000. 

 

  I have the honor to be  

 

    my Dear Sir Harry 

         Yours 

 

    a Jamais
186

 

perhaps we may regain what we had so near Accomplished 

                                                 
181

   [Equipment.]  

 
182

   At daybreak on 1 July 1758, Montcalm had brigaded three regiments together at the Portage camp, regiments La Reine, Guienne, 

and Béarn, under the command of Col. Bourlamaque.  Bourlamaque withdrew the troops about 8 AM on 6 July.  Hamilton, ed., 

Adventure, pp. 222, 227.  Malartic, DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 721. 

 
183

   First battalion, Royal American Regiment [60th Foot]. 

 
184

   This passage, correlated with Arnotôs map above, and Lotbini¯reôs map, Plan du Fort Carillon (see note 179 above), suggests that 

Gen. Abercromby marched up the road with the Highland Regiment, and then as they ñran to the leftò at the edge of the cleared 

ground, he moved to the right (indicated on the Lotbinière map, position E) where he could survey both the artillery coming into play 

and the deployment of most of the troops along the face of the French lines. 

 
185

   [But I had a completely contrary opinion.] 

 
186

   [For ever.] 

 



 

**************************************  

 

 Overweight, overwhelmed, and exhausted, 52-year-old Major General James Abercromby struggled for weeks to make sense 

of the disaster which had befallen British arms and his own career on 8 July 1758.  Numbed by the horrendous losses his army had 

suffered, he acquiesced in (if he had not actually ordered) the precipitate withdrawal on the morning of 9 July back to the forward 

camp at the southern end of Lake George.
187

  He immediately ordered that troop returns be prepared so that he and his surviving staff 

could evaluate their options.
188

  By 12 July, he was able to write formal reports to Secretary Pitt and Lord Barrington, the Secretary 

at War.
189

  Optimistically, Abercromby had ordered the monthly packet boat held in New York so that he could send prompt 

dispatches to Britain.
190

  Alas, the news carried home in the written reports and by Capt. Cunningham was worse than anyone could 

imagine.  A month later, Abercromby was writing a second round of reports to be sent by the August packet, 
191

 including 

letters to General Amherst lying before Louisbourg,
192

 to Secretary Pitt,
193

 and to Mr. James Abercromby at home (presumably in 

Scotland and presumably a relative). Mr. Abercromby, in turn, forwarded a copy of the letter on to Lord Loudoun in December.  Pitt 

had written to recall General Abercromby on 18 September 1758; clearly from the transmittal letter, Mr. Abercromby was aware that 

the General was due to return shortly. 

 

 The transmittal letter is Mr. James Abercromby to Lord Loudoun, 12 December 1758.  The Generalôs letter is docketed in 

Loudounôs hand, ñReceived with M
r
 James Abercrombyôs letter of Dec

r
 12

th
 1758.ò  The two letters are preserved in the Marquess of 

Bute Collection, Mount Stuart Trust Archives, and are published here for the first time by kind permission. 

 

**************************************  

 

 M
r
 Abercrombys Complts to Lord Loudoun with Coppy of General Abercrombys letter on the afair at Ticonderago; Mr 

Wilson Booksiller is to wait on his Lordship this morning, in relation to the Books he has orders to supply on General Abercrombyôs 

Arrival 

 

Tuesday morning 

9 oclock 

 

********************************* *****  

 

The extraordinary interest for us in General Abercrombyôs 19 August letter to Mr. Abercromby is that we can see, more 

closely than in any other source, the commander-in-chiefôs desperate struggle to explain and exonerate his command decisions, made 

after too little sleep in the vacuum created by the loss of Lord Howe, who had planned the campaign for months.  General 

                                                 
187

   Rev. Cleaveland of Col. Bagleyôs Massachusetts regiment eventually managed to snare a copy of aide-de-camp Capt. 

Cunninghamôs panicked message on 8 July, ordering the precipitate withdrawal of artillery and ñatterail.ò  Rev. Cleaveland, 23 July 

1758, ñJournal,ò BFTM, vol. X no. 3 (1959), pp. 213-214.  The manuscript of Cleavelandôs journal is in the Fort Ticonderoga Museum 

(FTA #M-6036). 
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   10 July 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII no. 6 (October 1970), pp. 441-442. 

 
189

   Abercromby to Secretary Pitt, 12 July 1758, AB 436.  Abercromby to Lord Barrington, 12 July 1758, AB 437. 

 
190

   General Abercromby ñhas likewise Commanded me, to write to M
r
 Colden to have a Packet in readiness, and to advertise the 

same, which I do by this opportunity; for your further Information, I am to Acquaint you, that the Gen
l
 does not propose this packet 

should Sail untill there be some Accounts of them, because in all human probability something decisive will happen in a few days 

after they launch.  however, I have told Colden, that at a guess, I believed it would be a fortnight ere he could receive our Dispatches.ò 

 Appy to Lt. Gov. James Delancey, 29 June 1758, AB 398.  On 14 July, the packet was still being held.  Stanwix to 

Abercromby, 14 July 1758, AB 440. 

 
191

   This packet would ñSail on or about the 25
th
 of this Month.ò  Abercromby to DeLancey, 10 August 1758, AB 522. 

 
192

   Abercromby to Major-General Jeffery Amherst, 18 July 1758.  Abercrombyôs retained copy is AB 450.  The received copy is in 

Amherst Papers, Kent County Archives (U1350/032/1); 9 pp. and includes 2 maps attributed to Capt. James Abercrombie. 

 
193

   Abercromby to Pitt, 19 August 1758; Colonial Office series 5, vol. 50, ff. 260-260v.  Published in Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 316-

327. 

 



Abercrombyôs formal report to Secretary Pitt, written a month earlier in the immediate aftermath of the battle, had been a spare 

recitation of the facts of the embarkation, the landing, the death of Howe, the resulting days of confusion, the sustained attack on the 

8th, and the sudden withdrawal.
194

   During the following month, both the headquarters and the Camp at Lake George had clearly 

been swirling with recriminations and second-guessing.  In this more candid letter, probably to a family member, General 

Abercromby struggles to achieve damage control.  Why had he not waited to bring forward the artillery?  How solid was his 

intelligence concerning the French defenses?  And then why had he retreated so abruptly, given the favorable odds?  This letter 

attempts to address those issues. 

 

 As far away from real decision-making as the journals of rookie provincial soldiers and distant urban magazines and 

newspapers, the continent was a-buzz about the decisions fatally made and not made by General Abercromby during those early July 

days.  As one of the provincial chaplains recorded immediately after the sudden withdrawal, ñThis Day where ever I went I found 

people, officers and soldiers astonished that we left the French Ground and lamenting the strange conduct in coming off.ò
195

  ñSuch 

questions will be asked, and these are difficulties with many serious people which at present we cannot resolve.ò  ñWhat Shape our 

Evil Genius appearôd in I am not yet able to determine.ò
196

  

 

 In the letter below, General Abercromby offers rationales in anticipation of each challenge, all resting on circumstance and 

judgment.  The French are said to be rapidly reinforcing.  The time required to bring forward matériel was too great.  The provincials 

were worse than useless.  And so his self-justification continued.  Yet the heart of leadership lies exactly in how one wrestles with the 

ñwhat-ifsò---in the differences between General Abercrombyôs letters of 12 July and 19 August.  The first is rooted in fact, the second 

in judgment; the first in decision, the second in deflection of responsibility.  The first is a good staff letter; the second a poor excuse 

for leadership.
197

  Clearly the ñstraw-manò challenges that General Abercromby raises in his 19 August letter had proven too much 

for a man suddenly forced to exercise his first independent field command.  The general closes with a poignant admission of just how 

physically and psychologically stressed he had become: ñthe great fatigue of my Body could be surpassed by Nothing but the extreme 

Anxiety of my Mind.ò 

 

 If warfare is ultimately a struggle for mind-control over the enemy, Montcalm had clearly won.  Four days before General 

Abercromby wrote the exculpatory letter below, he had received an ñin-your-faceò present from the Marquis de Montcalm: a dinner 

gift of venison and stringed-beans. 
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 Copy of Major General James Abercromby to Mr. James Abercromby from Camp at Lake George, 19 Aug
t
 1758.
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**************************************  

 

docketed in Loudounôs hand:  docketed in another hand: 

 

 Coppy    G
l
 Abers Letter 19 of Aug

t
 

M G James Abercrom.   upon the afair of Ticonderoga 

camp at Lake George August 

19
th
 1758 

 

To M
r
 James Abercromb 

with an Account of the Affair 

of Tienderoga 

 

Received with Mr James Abercrom 
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   Abercromby to Pitt, 12 July 1758, AB 436 (retained copy).  Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 297-302, publishes the received copy. 
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   Rev. Cleaveland, 10 July 1758, BFTM, vol. X no. 3 (1959), p. 200. 
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   ñMonthly Chronicle,ò The American Magazine, vol. I no. x (July 1758), p. 512.  Parsons, 8 July 1758, Journal. 
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   ñM.G. Abercromby is a good Officer, and a very good Second Man anywhere, whatever he is employed in.ò  Loudoun to 

Cumberland, 2 October 1756, Military Affairs, p. 235. 
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   John Noyes, 15 August 1758, ñJournal of John Noyes of Newbury in the Expedition Against Ticonderoga, [4 April-8 November] 

1758,ò Essex Institute, Historical Collections, XLV (January 1909), p. 75. 
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   Another copy of this letter may be found in Chatham Papers, Bundle 98, pp. 28-30. 

 



letter of Dber 12
th
 1758 

 

 

     Camp at Lake George 19
th
 Aug

t
 1758 

D
r
 Sir 

 

By the last Packet Cap
t
 Abercromby and M

r
 L. wrote to you, and as Cap

t
 Cunningham went Passenger, it was unnecessary for me to 

write to you and to several more of my Friends ---- besides, the Task at that time was very disagreeable ---- No man has suffered so 

much as I have done as those who are about me can bear me Witness ---- I know not what Representations are gone home -- Many of 

them possibly both malevolent and false -- but I am persuaded Cap
t
 Cunningham will be able to confute them.

200
  The great Point we 

had in View was to force their Lines -- if we could have succeeded in this by a Coup de main even at the Expense of some good 

Officers and Men, we should have forced the Marquis of Montcalm to have retired to his Boats, leaving a sufficient Garrison to defend 

the Place, & thereby in a great Measure have prevented the Indians & Canadians from Coming up the Lake to annoy us while carrying 

on the Siege, which must have lasted some considerable Time, on account of bringing up our Artillery Stores provisions &
ca

. 

 

 On this side the Attack has been censured in not waiting ótill our Artillery could be brought up --- But that Part of our 

Procedure can be fairly vindicated in my Opinion, on the following Considerations.
201

  --To accomplish it must have been a Work of 

several Days --- if the Persons, that find Fault with the attack in the way that we have made it, would give themselves the trouble to 

reflect but on the very last Summerôs Campaign, they would find that the French spent no less than three weeks in drawing the 

Artillery over their own Portage, which they brought against Fort W
m
 Henry ---- In doing which they had not the least Obstruction, on 

the contrary, all the advantages of carriages, Horses, &c --- We had the same Portage to get over -- the same Difficulties to surmount, 

without any of their Advantages, nay we must have laid to our Account with more Difficulties, besides being annoyed with their 

Indians and Canadians. 

 

 But before I undertook the Attack, we had the Reports & Opinions of two very expert Engineers, who had been on that 

Ground at different Times before, and had seen the Ground & Works the preceeding night and that morning.
202

  ---- And upon their 

Report, all the principal Officers were unanimously of Opinion, that the Attack should be forthwith made on the Entrenchments
203

 ---- 

And it was what the whole Officers and Troops earnestly wished for ---- Besides, the Enemy were every Minute strengthening their 

Works, and every Hour Reinforcements were coming up the Lake Champlain to them, insomuch that they must have been 10, or 

12000 strong before we could have brought up a small part of our Artillery against their Lines. 

 

 And if, after all this, the Attempt had not been made, what would have been said on all hands? 

 

                                                 
200

   Charles Lee was skeptical of Cunninghamôs ability at confutation.  ñCap
t
 Cunningham one of his Aid de camps and his favourite 

Oracle was immediately despatchôd with an Acc
t
 of this affair, it must be a curious piece, Iôd give the World to see it; but Iôm afraid it 

wouôd require more genius than ever he was master of, to trump up a story which can palliate and soften blunders so glaring and 

conduct so infamous; and I most sincerely wish that if he endeavours to impose on the Ministry (which we here imagine he will) that 

they give him the reception he deserves.ò  Charles Lee, ñNarrative,ò accompanying a letter to his sister, Sydney Lee, 16 September 

1758, both manuscripts in the Fort Ticonderoga collection (M-6008 and M-6009). 

 
201

   General Abercromby must refer here only to the siege train.  As discussed in the Clerk letters below, artillery was brought up on 

7-8 July: light field pieces useful as anti-personnel weapons.  The siege train, necessary for hammering at the walls of the Fort itself, 

remained at the landing zone until those heavy guns could be deployed appropriately. 
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   The scout on the evening of 7 July 1758 from the vantage point of Mount Defiance was led by Engineer Matthew Clerk and 

Captain Abercrombie, protected by a party of Starkôs Rangers.  Rogers, Journals, p. 114.  Searing, ñBattle,ò Proc. N-YHS, p. 115. The 

scouts on the morning of 8 July included Lt. Clerk and a French-speaking ñforeign Ingineerò (probably Charles Rivez).  If an 

anonymous letter to Dr. Middleton is correct, the de facto second-in-command, Bradstreet, also reconnoitred the lines, probably on the 

8th from directly before the Lines, since that would be his point of attack in the probable line of battle.  Abercromby to Pitt, 12 July 

1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, p. 299.  Hervey, 8 July 1758, Journals, p. 50.  Anon. to Dr. Middleton, 10 July 1758, in ñEyewitness 

Accounts,ò CHR, vol. 2 (1921), p. 361.  Spicer, 8 July 1758, Chronicles, pp. 101-102. 

 
203

   Major William Eyre vividly recalled the Council of War on the morning of 8 July,  ñThe next Morning it was resolved to Attack 

the Intrenchm
t
, & in consequence of it all the Commanding officers of Reg

ts
 were called together; as I had the honour to be at the heed 

of the 44
th
 Was one of the Number .  .  .  . there was a Plan of the Ground, & the Intrenchm

t
 given in by M

r
 Clerk Who had the 

Direction of the Brigade [of Engineers].ò  Eyre to Napier, 10 July 1758, Military Affairs, p. 420.  Capt. Peter Dubois of the New York 

Regiment noted that ñat Day Light The Commanding Officers of the Regiments were acquainted that the French Lines were to be 

stormôd this morning.ò  Dubois, ñAttack and Repulse,ò BFTM, vol. VII no. 1 (January 1945), p. 16.  Abercromby also describes this 

council of war in Abercromby to Pitt, 12 July 1758, Pitt Corresp., vol. I, pp. 299-300. 

 



 The next Object of Censure is the Retreat, which I think, I can justify before every reasonable and cool Judge. ---- When we 

could make no Impression, after receiving so great a Loss, Would it not have been madness to the highest Degree to have attempted it 

a second Time?  -- Besides, I had not Officers to Command and lead on the men -- Even at this Hour, when all the Vaccancies are 

filled up,
204

 We have but 6 Field Officers out of 12, able to do any Duty ---- half of the Regiments have but one or 2 captains as yet 

sufficiently recovered, and a very great Deficiency still continues even among the Inferior Officers, insomuch that two days ago We 

could not make out a general Court-Martial for trying Capital Offenses, without Composing half of the Court of Subalterns --- Among 

others, Major Eyre our Engineer was wounded, and Lieu
t
 Clerk the other Engineer, on whom indeed we principally depended, had 

received a mortal Wound, of which he died in a few days thereafter,
205

 so that there only remained young Garth, who had just come 

from Woolwich
206

 ---- I am sorry likewise to tell you, that we had not half of our Complement of Artillery men and Officers, as were 

obliged to make up the full Complement of both for the Siege of Louisbourg ---- Under these Circumstances, and considering that we 

had not then 4000 Regulars fit for Duty, and those too unofficerôd, it was judged very unadviseable to remain before an Enemy so 

strongly fortified ---- óTis true indeed we were superior in numbers ---- but thoô the Provincials could scarcely be said to be engaged 

that Day /the 8
th
 / the Losses, which they take Credit for, having happened chiefly on the 6

th
, yet upwards of two thirds of them retired 

upon the 8
th
 with great Precipitation to our Landing Place ---- And after the attack was over, I returned to the Sawmill, so as to post a 

Guard at the Bridge to stop the Remainder of them ----.  I was told at the same time that more of the Regulars than was necessary took 

the same Route ---- In short if the Trees at some Little Distance from the Breastwork had not concealed our Disorder, we might have 

suffered much more by the Enemieôs being encouraged to follow us. 

 

 The Soldiers, as well as every body else, felt and were in a good Degree, discomfited by the Loss of the Comrades, and it 

would not have been possible to have led them again to the Charge so soon, as some people imagine ---- the broken Remains did so far 

rally as to remain that Night with me at an advantagious Spot of Ground near the Sawmill. 

 

 And it is with Concern I tell you that, from every Circumstance that I have seen and which has happened, no real dependence 

is to be had upon the Bulk of the Provincials ---- And how can it be otherwise? ---- The Provinces scarcely began to raise a man till the 

middle of April ---- many of those that joined us were hired in room of others, who should have gone ---- & others draughted or forced 

out of the Militia. ---- Their Officers, with a very few Exceptions, are worse than their Men, nay some of them /the Officers/ have 

actually deserted and shammôd Sickness, and we are always much longer in geting them out to do their Duty than their Men.  I am 

somewhat fuller upon this Topick that it may be understood at home, that I had but a nominal Army, & every honest man that has seen 

them and acted with us, must say the same.  Judge then if we could remain in the Enemyôs Country under so many Disadvantages. 

 

 In short, the Question turns upon this Point, whether the Body of men under my Command, described as above, were in any 

Degree equal to the whole Force of Canada, part of which was then actually there, & the Rest followd them in a few Days. 

 

 If we had remained, in order to proceed regularly, as we must have been forced to do, I could not have spared a Single 

Regular from before the Lines ---- In Consequence of which, the Charge of the Battoes, Provisions, Artillery and Stores must have 

been trusted to the Provincials, who, from what we have seen, would have gone off upon the first Attack, with as many as they could 

have conveniently mannôd and left the Rest as a Pay to the Enemy, In which Event, the Troops must have been so distressed, as to be 

obliged to come into the Enemyôs own Terms, who would have been at Liberty to have invaded our Colonies with the very Craft we 

had prepared against them ---- And I will be bold to say, that, if the Body of men that was with me had been cut off or made Prisoners, 

the Enemy might have done what they pleased in the Northern provinces, whose men and Militia are nothing to what they were 

heretofore. ---- After all these Things are fully considered, I shall think it very hard, if my Character or Reputation shall suffer in the 

Opinion of his Majesty or his Ministers ---- For my own Part I have spared no Endeavours of Pains for promoting the Publick Service 

---- As one pretty strong Proof of that, my Health and Constitution is greatly impairôd within these five months, ---- the great fatigue 

of my Body could be surpassed by Nothing but the extreme Anxiety of my Mind. 

  

  I am &
c
 

 

**************************************  
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   Abercromby took three weeks to fill the vacancies---those at the Lt. Col. / Major level not until 29 July.  29 July 1758, 

Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII no. 6 (Oct. 1970), p. 455. 
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   See below for further discussion concerning Abercrombyôs engineering counsel.  Lt. Matthew Clerk, ñone of our Engenears Diede 

with his wounds,ò on 15 July 1758.  Glasier, 15 July 1758, ñDiary,ò EIHC, p. 77. 
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   Lt. George Garth is listed as the second ñEngineer on the present serviceò after Clerk, and ahead of the several ñassistant 

engineersò hailing from the Royal American Regiment.  29 June 1758, Monypenny Orderly Books, BFTM, vol. XII no. 5 (December 

1969), p. 357.  As Abercrombyôs army regrouped at the Camp at Lake George after the battle, ñyoung Garthò laid out the camp.  11 

July 1758, Monypenny Orderly Books, BFTM, vol. XII no. 5 (December 1969), p. 443.  On 17 March 1759, Garth was appointed 

Engineer Extraordinary, with rank of Captain Lieutenant. 

 



 

 Engineering responsibility for the British attack on Carillon fell upon a young Scottish engineer from Edinburgh, Matthew 

Clerk.  From London in the winter of 1757, he wrote joyfully to his mother the news that he would soon join Lord Loudoun in 

America.  In that letter published below, he sounds much like a modern college student, assuring his mother that he was in excellent 

health, that he was prepared to eat properly, that he lacked sufficient clothing (and looked forward to her present to remedy the 

situation).  The letter gives a vivid picture of the equipage expected of a young officer about to set off on a foreign campaign.  By May 

1757, the convoy of 16 ships of the line and 60 transports was ready to sail from Cork harbor in Ireland. Clerk reassures his mother 

that his faith in the Lord is firm, and accepts pre-destination as the only expectation of a faithful Presbyterian.
207

  The failure of 

Loudounôs 1757 campaign against Louisbourg and the disaster at Fort William Henry could only be explained as divine will.  ñWe 

have been extremely unlucky in our Expedition but to the best of my knowledge providence alone can be blamôd for it everybody 

ingaged in it having acted their partéD
r 

Madam we have seen this year how vain are our greatest Efforts.  two Expeditions 

disconcerted by a contrary puff of Wind.  We must submit to providence.ò
208

 

 

 The following letter from Matthew Clerk to his mother, Lady Clerk, may be found in the Clerk of Penicuik Muniments (GD 18 

/ 4201  6A3), Scottish Record Office, and is published here for the first time by kind permission. 

 

**************************************  

London Feb
y 
17

th
 1757 

Dear Madam 

 

 I have just receivôd your letter whilst I am about to acquaint you that I am appointed one of the Engineers who are going out 

with the forces to join my Lord Loudoun (as tis said) in America---We are not entrusted with the particulars of this Expedition nor 

indeed is it proper we should, however we are certain of be[ing] convoyôd out with a strong Fleet under the command of Admiral 

Holborn who is very much esteemôd by all ranks of people.  It was only intimated to me yesterday morning that I was to go and in 

three days tis said we shall embark.  this is short warning and I am greatly hurried and you cannot imagine what a Variety of 

expensive necessaries I am oblidged to provide.  let me divert you with the bare mention of the principal ones.  imprimis [first] a 

Camp kitchen which consists of pots pans dishes with a Great or Stove which puts up all into one another the whole not weighing 

above thirty pound.  this may furnish out a feast when provisions are plenty but Experience teaches me that I can be very well satisfied 

upon the chear of a grumbling private Soldier.  This blessing I impute to being brought up in Scotland particularly under your care --- 

The next thing is a pair of Containers which hold my Bottles a Loaf and a piece of cold roast Beef which upon Occasion may serve to 

feast me for two or three days.  these are thrown over a horse or carried by a Mans side.  Then comes my two Trunks which carries 

books, Cloaths, Stockings, Shirts but here I shrug up my shoulders for alass the few I have are very bad but I hope I shall not embark 

before your kind present comes to hand.  but to my Trunks again they are of a particular square form and grace my Tent when pitched 

by way of a seat to sit upon and my bed and Curtains are very neat I appeal to John
209

 who scarce could satisfy his Eyes with Gazing.  

I already long to breath in the open fields.  be assured dear Madam that I never enjoy such health and spirits as in the midst of 

Fatigues.  Since I am upon this Subject and you kindly enquire after my health lett me tell you I have as great a share of it as any 

young fellow of my acquaintance and do not remember to have had a cold or the least indisposition for more than this year past.  how 

happy should I be to find you always in good health but alass you are greatly troubled with Reumatick pains and that circumstances of 

your not coming down Stairs affects me much. 

 

I am very chearfull and happy with the thoughts of now being able to practise all my tedious Studies.  You even must pardon me If I 

own that I am access [broken page] to going abroad for this I solicited. 

 

 If one and all of us lead a life of cares at least let mine be honourable and wholly taken up in the service of my Country and 

where is the difference between a short and long life when compared with Eternity.  tis not therefore how long we may live but how 

well we may live.  Comp
ts
 to all my Friends I am sorry I have not Time to write as I intended to B

r 
James but next post. 

 

      I am D
r
 Madam 

      Your Affect and Ob
t
 Son 

      Matt Clerk 
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   ñIt must be a satisfaction to you when I acknowledge the Presbyterian Religion the best in my humble Oppinion nay the Religion 

of a Man of Sense as the most [free fro]m all Superstition and that I now think I can not well [go] astray.ò  Clerk to Lady Clerk, 7 May 

1757.  Matthew Clerkôs letters to his mother may be found in the Clerk of Penicuik Muniments (GD 18 / 4201-4203), Scottish Record 

Office.  The letter from Cork is 7 May 1757 (4201). 
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   The quote about the hand of providence at work is in a letter from Clerk to Lady Clerk, New York, 20 December 1757 (4202). 
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   John Clerk served in the 44
th
 Foot, and in autumn 1757 became a volunteer to be trained for the ranging service.  Rogers, 

Journals, p. 58. 

 



 

**************************************  

 

 

 Once in America, young Clerk quickly made an impression upon his senior officers.  After Loudounôs failed ñcabbage-

planting expeditionò returned to New York from Louisbourg in autumn 1757,
210

 Clerk was assigned engineering duties on road repair 

in the Hudson Highlands south of Albany, directing the work of detachments of Lord Howeôs 55
th
 Foot.  His performance won high 

praise from Lt. Col. John Donaldson of the 55
th
: ñI never saw any young man so indefatigable, or take more pains than M

r
 Clarke y

e
 

Ingeniur.ò
211

  During the winter of 1757-1758, young Clerk became central to Loudounôs hope to design a redemptive campaign 

against Carillon, working closely with the Earlôs aide-de-camp, Captain Abercrombie.  In late November, the two scouted Carillon, 

guarded by a sizeable ranger detachment commanded by Capt. John Stark.  That scout brought the three men to the side of  ñthe hill 

[Mount Defiance] on the S.W. side of the Fort which over looks it.ò
212

  Loudounôs aide-de-camp returned from the scout highly 

impressed.  Abercrombie advised that, ñIf your Lordship intends to attack in my humble opinion there is few better than M
r
 Clark to 

be imployed.ò
213

  By mid-December, engineer Clerk was hard at work developing detailed plans for the ñsecret winter expeditionò 

against Carillon, comprised of 3000 men with an artillery train, a force to be led by Lord Howe.
214

  By yearôs end, General 

Abercromby was writing to Loudoun that plans were so well advanced, and the weather appeared so favorable that ñI submit it to 

your Lop if it would not be proper to give M
r
 Clark his instructions & send him up here that things may be done & forwarded under 

his own eyes, as I take it, that in a good measure, its upon his judgement & information a winter scheme is undertaken.ò
215

  All was 

still en train in mid-February: troops, supplies, sleighs, ox-teams, mittens and moccasins were assembling in Albany.
216

  Alas, first too 

much snow, then a sudden thaw, and then the surprising recall of Loudoun as commander in chief---all in just the next two weeks---

thwarted Clerkôs plan for a winter expedition.  (As late as mid-March, Maj. Robert Rogers was still scouting out the feasibility of the 

expedition when he and his men were ambushed in ñthe Battle on Snowshoes.ò)  As winter melted into spring, and the summer 

campaign of 1758 approached, Lt. Clerk had already spent months thinking in detail about issues of terrain, artillery, transport, 

supply, and the balance of opposing forces in launching an attack on Ticonderoga. 

 

 Yet much of the blame for Abercrombyôs failure, during the sour summer of 1758 and during the 240 years since then, has 

focused on the supposed ñinexperienceò of his engineer in charge of the campaign, Lt. Matthew Clerk, who had been commissioned 

sub-engineer and lieutenant in the 27th Foot only six months earlier.
217

  Even in the provincial camp, the gossip was ñtold in my 

hearing this day,  .  .  .  the reason why the General ordered the retreat from Ticonderoga was his hearkening to Boys who never saw a 

fight and neglecting to ask Counsel of knowing officers and that it was felt he never did ask counsel of any one experienced officer in 
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   ñAmong the discontented, no man indulged in greater liberties than Mr. Lee, then a subaltern, who did not restrain himself in the 

open coffee-house, from calling [the Louisbourg campaign] the Cabbage Planting Expedition.ò  William Smith, Jr., The History of the 

Province of New York, vol. II, 1757 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1972), p. 227. 
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   Col. James Montresor, ñReturn of Engineers,ò 31 October 1757, LO 6788.  Matthew Clerk, ñReport on Roads,ò 1 November 

1757, LO 4733.  Lt. Col. John Donaldson to Colonel Forbes, 16 October 1757, Dalhousie Muniments (GD 45 / 2 / 26 /3), Scottish 

Record Office. 
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   Abercrombie to Loudoun, 29 November 1757, LO 4915.  As we have seen above in note 193, Stark, Abercrombie, and Clerk 

repeated their November scout from the side of Mount Defiance on 7 July. 
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   Capt. James Abercrombie to Loudoun, 29 November 1757, LO 4915. 
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   Clerk, ñArtillery for the Intended Expedition,ò 18 December 1757, LO 2731.  Abercromby to Loudoun, 18 December 1757, LO 

5038. 
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   Abercromby to Loudoun, 30 December 1757, LO 5162. 
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   Abercromby to Loudoun, 14 February 1758, LO 5595. 
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 According to Col. Montresor, Chief Engineer in North America, Clerk began as a ñpractisioner engineerò (warrant dated 29 

January 1754).  When engineers were granted parallel army rank on 14 May 1757, Clerk became the army equivalent of ensign.  

Montresor, ñRank of Engineers,ò 25 November 1757, LO 6840.  By the spring of 1758, Clerk was a ñSub-Engineerò and lieutenant in 

the 27th Foot (4 January 1758).  Montresor, ñMonthly Return of the Brigade of Engineers,ò 1 April 1758, AB 691.  The Roll of the 

Officers of the Corps of Royal Engineers from 1660 to 1898, Capt. R.F. Edwards, ed. (Chatham: W. & J. Mackay & Co., 1898), pp. 4-

7. 

 



the Army.ò
218

  Sadly, young Clerk probably made a useful scapegoat because he had been fatally wounded during the battle, and 

could no longer defend himself. 

 

Against protocol and chain of command, General Abercromby had ñangrilyò over-ruled the Board of Ordnance assignment 

of engineers to the various campaigns in 1758, and insisted that other engineers be sent off to Halifax, ñin the room of Lieut: Clerk, 

whom the General keeps with Him in this Department.ò
219

  General Abercromby clearly wanted to retain the months of planning and 

study already invested by Clerk. 

 

All winter long, Chief Engineer James Montresor had been too ill ñwith a spitting of Bloodò to participate in the rigors of 

the campaign, and was now assigned instead to strengthening fortifications along the rearward line of communication.
220

  The next-

senior engineer, William Eyre, held parallel appointments as engineer and as major and senior field officer in the 44th Foot, 

Abercrombyôs own regiment.  The 44th Foot was missing its colonel (Abercromby) and lieutenant colonel (Gage), both of whom had 

moved on to command staff positions after Secretary Pitt shuffled commands on the eve of ñthe Irruption into Canada.ò  Eyre tells us 

that General Abercromby insisted that he make a choice between his field appointment and his engineerôs role, and that he had 

accepted the field position, ñAs there was no other field Officer to the Reg
t
 but myself.ò

221
  Yet when General Abercromby wrote the 

letter we publish above, he shifts a significant part of the blame to Major Eyre, ñour Engineer,ò although he does also acknowledge 

ñthe other Engineer, on whom indeed we principally depended,ò Lt. Clerk. 

 

 Many among the British senior staff saw great potential in young Clerk: As the 1758 campaign season began to unfold, 

Brigadier General James Wolfe affirmed that ñThere are in America three or four excellent men in their way.ò  Among those was 

ñyoung Clarke under my Lord Howe, whom nature has formed for the war of this country, and will make a good figure as an engineer 

for the field.ò
222

 Others on the senior staff were well aware that Clerk had already reconnoitred Ticonderoga: Dr. Huck effused that 

ñClark the Engineer, who has great Merit and Activity, has been within Sight of Ticonderoga and the French Encampment.ò
223

  

General Abercromby himself had reported to Loudoun that young Clerk was one ñof whom I have a very good opinion, as indeed 

every body has who knows him.ò
224

 

 

 But others closer to Clerk in age and experience considered him ña mere stripling, who had never seen the least service, & of 

scarcely any rank on the establishment---throô partiality to whom, [the General] had removôd all the other Engineers who were his 

superiors, on the most trifling errands, in order to give him the chief command.  This Gentleman with one of his Aid de Camps he 

sends to reconnoitre; what their Report was I cannot tell, but the Regulars were immediately orderôd to march .  .  .  .ò
225

  

 

 General Abercromby himself tells the story of that last reconnaissance in his official report to Secretary Pitt: ñEarly in the 

morning of the 8
th
, I sent M

r
 Clerk, the Engineer, across the River on the opposite side of the Fort, in order to reconnoitre the Enemies 

                                                 
218

   Rev. Cleaveland, 27 July 1758, ñJournal,ò BFTM, pp. 204-205.  Rev. Cleaveland received this information from Lt. Elver of the 

44th Foot, whose critique closely parallels that of his major, William Eyre. 
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   Jacob Bryant to Abercromby, 31 May 1758, AB 302.  The controversy about Abercrombyôs presumption in altering the 

assignment of engineers continued for the duration of Abercrombyôs presence in America. 
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   Dr. Richard Huck to Brigadier General Forbes, 28 June 1758, Dalhousie Muniments (GD 45/2/23/5), Scottish Record Office. 

  
221

   Eyre goes on to write petulantly, ñIf the General was pleesed to order me, or allow me to Act as Majer And I would do my utmost 

in directing & Superintending the Brigade, and carrying on that Service; this, I was Sensible I could do in the most Important Parts of 

it, but it was not complyôd with, & from that time, I was never Asked or spoke to, in relation to that Branch, Until I arrived at this 

Place after our Retreat.ò  Eyre to Napier, 10 July 1758, Military Affairs, p. 420.  For an extended discussion of this issue, see 

Cardwell, ñMismanagement,ò BFTM, vol. XV no. 4 (1992), pp. 274-281.  Cardwell notes that the list of engineers assigned to 

Abercromby by the Board of Ordnance did not include Eyre, and that Abercromby lacked Loudounôs authority to assign officers to 

serve in whatever capacity he wished.  Dr. Huck points out that Engineer ExtraCapt. William Green, who suffered from ñthe 

Hippo,ò had been assigned to accompany Stanwix to the Mohawk Valley to design a new fort at the Oneida Carrying Place.  Huck to 

Forbes, 28 June 1758, Dalhousie Muniments (GD 45 / 2 / 23/ 5), Scottish Record Office.
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   Wolfe to Lord George Sackville, 24 May 1758, in Beckles Willson, The Life and Letters of James Wolfe (London: Wm. 

Heinemann, 1909), p. 369.  Hereafter cited as Willson, James Wolfe. 
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   Dr. Huck to Loudoun, 29 June 1758, LO 5866. 
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   Abercromby to Loudoun, 30 December 1757, LO 5162. 

 
225

   Charles Lee, ñNarrative,ò accompanying a letter to his sister, Sydney Lee, 16 September 1758, both manuscripts in the Fort 

Ticonderoga collection (M-6008 and M-6009).  Capt. James Abercrombie was apparently the aide-de-camp to whom Lee refers. 

 



Intrenchments.  Upon his return & Favourable Report of the practicability of carrying those Works, if attacked before they were 

finished, it was agreed to storm them that very Day.ò  On the morning of 8 July 1758, General Abercrombyôs Council of War heard 

the report of the engineersô scout and voted unanimously ñthat the Attack should be forthwith made on the Entrenchments.ò
226

  

 

 The following letter is critically important in answering the question swirling through the British camp after the battle (and 

among historians since then): ñWhy our Cannon was not suffered to Come up for it Might Easily have been Landed out of the reach 

of the Fort Guns?ò
227

  One might suspect that ñJ.B.ôsò letter is yet another attempt at spin-doctoring after the fact.  But the intention 

to place a flanking battery on Mount Defiance is confirmed in the map (drawn ca. 7 July 1758) sent home by Capt. Alexander 

Monypenny with the report of Lord Howe's death.
228

  

 

 The following letter from ñJ.B.ò
229

 to a Clerk family member may be found in the Clerk of Penicuik Muniments (GD 18 / 

4204  2A3), Scottish Record Office, and is published here for the first time by kind permission. 

 

**************************************  

 

London y
e
 25

th
 August 1758 

 

Sir 

 

Its with pleasure I accquaint you, that y
e
 publick Accounts of that worthy young Fellow Matthew Clerk do him great 

Injustice.  There is all the reason in y
e
 world to belive that he was not to blame in that unsuccessfull attackt at Ticonderago.  The view 

he had of the French works was from a hill on y
e
 Opposite side of the River

230
 within Musket Shot of y

e
 French Lines and on their 

Flanks, there he proposed to have erected a Battery, and had actually four Cannon at the foot of that hill ready to draw up,
231

 When 

                                                 
226

   Note that the General does not implicate any one other than the dead engineer in this decision.  Abercromby to Pitt, 12 July 1758, 

Pitt Corresp., vol. I, p. 299. 

 
227

   Parsons, 8 July 1758, Journal.  Dr. Caleb Rea offers an echo of this lament: ñWhy this was not atacked with canon and Mortars I 

know not, many conjectures there are, but I shall say nothing of them here.ò  Rea, 8 July 1758, ñJournal,ò EIHC, vol. XVIII (1881), p. 

27.  M. Pontleroy, Captain en premier of the Corps Royal, and chief engineer in Canada, recognized the vulnerability of the Fort and 

the Heights of Carillon.  Writing an evaluative ñmemoirò on the Fort two weeks after the battle, he observed, ñWere I entrusted with 

the siege of it, I should require only six mortars and two cannon.ò  Pontleroy to maréchal Belle-Isle, 26 July 1758, DRCHSNY, vol. X, 

p. 720. 

 
228

   Howland Pell obtained for Fort Ticonderoga a tracing of Monypennyôs map ca. 1910, at which time the manuscript was in the 

possession of the Marquis of Sligo.  The tracing was published in BFTM, vol. II no. 2 (July 1930), pp. 62-63.  The manuscript map is 

now in a private American collection.  Lt. Clerkôs plan to place a battery on Mount Defiance is further confirmed in Searing, ñBattle,ò 

Proc. N-YHS, pp. 116-117; and from an officer in the 1st Battalion Royal Americans [likely Major John Tullikens] to his colonel, 

Henri Bouquet, 14 July 1758, DRCHSNY, vol. X, pp. 734-736.  Ms in Pennsylvania State Library; original French version published 

in Pennsylvania Archives; First Series, vol. III, pp. 472-475.  Junior engineers, Lt. Dietrick Brehm of the Royal Americans and 

ñyoung Garthò fresh from Woolwich, had been part of the team assigned to place the battery on Mount Defiance.  ñA New Description 

of Fort Ticonderoga,ò BFTM, vol. XI no. 1 (December 1962), p. 41.  The information gathered in Brehmôs March 1759 scout was 

incorporated into Amherstôs plan for the siege in the coming campaign. See William Brasier, Project for the Attack of Ticonderoga, 

proposed to be put into Execution as near as the circumstances and ground will admit of,ò 29 May 1759; manuscript map in William 

Faden Collection, Library of Congress.  The westerly point ñLò is probably the location proposed for Clerkôs 1758 battery. 

  
229

   I am indebted to Col. McCulloch for the suggestion that ñJ.B.ò may well have been Clerkôs fellow junior officer, even mess-mate, 

from Blakeneyôs Regiment, another 27th Foot lieutenant, John Blakeney, the quartermaster of Lt. Clerkôs new regiment; thus, perhaps, 

the effusive comments regarding the ñconnection and friendship with the family [General William Blakeney, 1st Lord Blakeney and 

his military ófamilyôò?].  LTC McCulloch to Westbrook, personal correspondence, 10 January 1999. 

 
230

   If Robert Rogers is correct, this scout occurred on 7 July 1758 from Mount Defiance, across la Chute from Carillon.  Rogers, 

Journals, p. 114. 

 
231

   Lt. Clerkôs carpenters had built two rafts (or ñradeausò in some accounts) below the lower falls in order to carry forward three 

brass 6-pdrs. and a royal (brass 5-1/2ò) howitzer.  Twenty whaleboats were portaged over from Lake George to tow the two radeaux 

under the shelter of the bank until they ñcame to an open place as described by the engineer.ò  The intention was to have the cannon in 

position on Mount Defiance, ready to enfilade the French lines, about noon.  However, the artillery crew ñcould find no such place as 

described---so concluding the intelligence to be false, [the officer commanding] turned about to regain the lines.ò  Worse, the towboats 

had already continued too far down stream in their search, and thus fell under artillery fire from the Fort.  (The French, of course, had 

had ample opportunity to train their guns on the precise point at which enemy boats would come into view.)  M. Louvicourt, 



Major Proby
232

 in too great a hurry advanced to the attack with small arms, and was followed in a hurry by the rest: The Troops 

advanced most Courageously but all went to Confusion. 

 

Had not that happened Clerk intended to have erected a Battery upon that hill which would so have raked the French Lines 

(and unattacktable by them because on the opposite side of the river) that they Could not have stood to theire posts.  Clerks report, 

from that View he had was just, and his Intentions in Consequence of that View Military.  Nay such was the advantageous Situation of 

that Hill that a Battery upon it with a small alteration in the Direction of the Cannon would have answered for Battering the Fort. 

 

I have been told that he was killed in endeavouring to Conduct a Reg
t
 to a part of the Enemys Lines next the River which had 

appeared to him weak, but this I have not heard with so much Certainty.
233

  

His death is a Loss but what every Soldier has reason to expect, therefore his friends must put up with the want of him; but it 

is horrid to be Called the Author of Publick disgrace and Ruin. 

 

Your Connection with and Friendship with the Family, as well as my reguard for the two of them I know John & Matthew 

Induces me to send you this Account 

 

Had that Battery been Erected it would have rendred the Attack very safe, prevented the Loss of men & Officers if it had not 

Succeeded ------------------- 

 

Its the Oppinion of many that the Faults Committed if properly Improved may render a second attempt Successfull provided 

y
e
 Enemy do not take y

e
 Opportunity and take possession of that hill. 

 

  Signed  

  J.B. 

 

**************************************  

 

 Although he had been deposed as commander-in-chief in North America after a two-year reign, John Campbell, Earl of 

Loudoun, remained a focal point for Scots trying to understand the unfolding campaign in North America (and, always, angling for 

advantage and ñpreferment.ò)  The following letter travels via a clear genealogical path to report the circumstances of the death of 

Lt. Matthew Clerk.  Hugh Clerk, writing as soon as the Ticonderoga news arrived in Britain, briefly laments the loss of his nephew---

and hastens on to seek favors for his son. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
commanding three heavy guns on the southwest bastion, managed to sink one of the boats and one of the rafts.  The other British 

vessels withdrew.  Johnsonôs Indians were meant to provide covering fire for the landing.  Glasier, 8 July 1758, ñDiary,ò EIHC, p. 76.  

Monypenny, manuscript sketch map, [ca. 7 July 1758].  Searing, ñBattle,ò Proc. N-YHS, pp. 116-117.  [Tullikens] to Col. Bouquet, 14 

July 1758, DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 736.  Montcalm to Vaudreuil, 9 July 1758, in DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 749.  Andrew Frazer, A MAP 

from the Landing place to TIANDEROGA [ca. 1758], manuscript map in the collection of Fort Ticonderoga (FT-150.76 and PEM-

148).  Plan des retranchements en avant du Fort de Carillon attaqués le 8 juillet 1758, copie par Ch. Baudouin, Août 1935, National 

Archives of Canada (PAC / D950 / 1758) illustrates the fire from the western bastions of the Fort upon the berges below point E. 

 
232

   Major Thomas Proby, 55
th
 Regiment of Foot, on whom command of the regiment devolved after the death of Lord Howe.  Proby 

had been commissioned major on 24 December 1755.  Proby led the picquets, who began the attack (perhaps prematurely), and was 

killed in the assault on the French Lines.  A New York regimental surgeon called him ñour famous partizan.ò  Ford, British Officers, p. 

84.  Eyre to Napier, 10 July 1758, Military Affairs, p. 420. Searing, ñBattle,ò Proc. N-YHS, p. 115.  Probyôs judgment may have been 

clouded by extreme exhaustion, after three straight nights without sleep.  Like most of the army, Proby had spent a sleepless night on 

the water as the army moved north on 5/6 July.  On 6/7 July, he had just lost his regimental commander, Lord Howe, and spent 

another night lost, ñsleeping on his armsò in the forest.  On the night of 7/8 July, he was the field officer commanding the picquet 

guard.  7 July 1758, Monypenny Orderly Book, BFTM, vol. XII no. 6 (October 1970), p. 440.     

 
233

   Lt. Clerk was probably with General Abercromby, at Point E on the east bank of La Chute, shown on the Lotbinière map 

accompanied by three picquets of Light Infantry (perhaps including Capt. Arnot).  Absent radio communication, they are positioned at 

the fulcrum of tactical information.  From that vantage point, Clerk could see the progress being made in landing the artillery directly 

opposite, communicate constantly with his commander, and presumably coordinate the landing with the actions of Major Proby in 

commencing the battle in earnest.  Best-laid plans!  Proby acts too soon; the artillery detachment gets lost.  Meanwhile, when Clerk 

moves to lead troops against the vulnerable French volontaires on the shore commanded by Captains Duprat (la Sarre) and Bernard 

(Béarn) and the grenadiers commanded by Captain Poulhariès (Royal Roussillon), he is mortally wounded.  Malartic, 8 July 1758, 

DRCHSNY, vol. X, p. 723. 

 



This transmittal letter is Hugh Clerk to the Earl of Loudoun, Edinburgh, 30 August 1758, Loudoun Papers (American Series), 

Huntington Library, LO 5903, and is published here for the first time by kind permission. 

 

**************************************  

 

My Lord 

 

  According to your Lordships desire I send you inclosed Copy of a Letter from my Son George Lieut
t
 in General 

Abercrombyôs Reg
t
 In America

234
 to my Nephew, M

r
 Thomas Clerk March

t
 in London, giveing an acco

tt
 of the Misfortunat affair, 

Under General Abercrombie.  My Son here has likewise a letter from his brother, but the one to his Cousen contains more perticulars, 

and is the reason I send it, I would not have troubled Your Lordship with it, as no doubt, your own letters, will be more perticular, but 

to comply, with your Lordships Commands, which I shall allways do, to the utmost of my power, when you are pleased to favour me 

with them 

 

  I am 

  Hugh Clerk 

 

Edinb 30
th
 August 1758 

 

turn over 

 

P.S. If your Lordship wouôd put me on a method, how to purchase, an Ajitantcy, for my son, or how to get him, a paymaster, or such 

like, he is a very good Aucomptant being first bred a March
t
 it wouôd be vastly obligeing.  he went over with his Collonel S

r
 Peter 

Halket my good freind, and was in ye first skuffle, being by him & Gener
l
 Bradock, when they were kilôd,

235
 and very near kilôd 

himself, haveing 2 or 3 shotts through his hat & his fuzie shot to peices in his hand.  As I have a Numerous Family, it will Straiten me, 

to purchase a Company for him.  I beg pardon for this freedom. 

 

**************************************  

 

 This letter shared between cousins helps us understand the circumstances of Matthew Clerkôs death.  Lt. George Clerk was a 

member of Abercrombyôs Regiment (44th Foot). 

 

 The manuscript original of this letter, George Clerk to Thomas Clerk, Camp at Lake George, 16 July 1758, is in Loudoun 

Papers (American Series), Huntington Library, LO 5871, and was forwarded under cover of LO 5903, above.  It, too, is published 

here for the first time by kind permission. 

 

**************************************  

 

 

 

 

         Camp at Lake George 

         July 16
th
 1758 

Dear Tom, 

 

  As you always expressed a great desire that I should write you the Transactions in this part of the world when any 

thing Remarkable happenôd, I imagine at present a small detail of our late Expedition (thoô unsuccessfull) will not be unacceptable to 

you, as no doubt it will make a great noise in England. 
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   George Clerk was commissioned lieutenant in the 44
th
 Regiment of Foot on 3 July 1755; he was commissioned captain in the 77

th
 

Foot on 14 September 1760, a week after Vaudreuil surrendered Canada.  Ford, British Officers, p. 27.  In 1775, Lt. Col. George Clerk 

commanded the 43d Foot in Britain.  Army List for 1775.  In 1777, he was back in North America as Barrack Master General.  A List 

of the General and Staff Officers, etc. .  .  . serving in North America (New York: Macdonald & Cameron, 1777), p. 5. 

 
235

   Gen. Braddock (then commander-in-chief in North America, succeeded by the Earl of Loudoun) and Sir Peter Halkett (colonel of 

the 44th Foot, succeeded by Maj. Gen. James Abercromby) were principal casualties at the defeat on the Monongahela on 9 July 1755.  

Paul E. Kopperman, Braddock on the Monongahela (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1977), passim. 

 



  Our Army Consisting (Provincials included) of (as near as I could ever learn) about 15000 men embarkôd on board 

of Battoes the 5
th
 Ins

t
 & sailed immediately, 

 

  the next morning very Early we came in sight of the landing place, Callôd the advanced Guard as it was a Post keepd 

by the Enemy and the nearest to us, it is about 5 miles from Ticonderogo upon our approach we observed the Enemy busy in striking 

& destroying their Tents, Expecting some opposition the Grenadiers of the Line were ordered to Land, which we did without the least 

obstruction.  The Provincials sailed round the point, where the Enemy's camp was, while we Remainôd in order of Battle & the rest of 

the Army were landing, They took possession of their Camp, which they found quite abandoned, pursued a few of the Enemy which 

they had discovered, and took one or two.  As soon as the Army was landed we marched in Columnôs towards the fort Ticonderoga in 

order to have invested it that afternoon, about two oClock we fell in with about 400 of the Enemy the most of whom, if not all were 

either killed or taken, without any loss on our side but the Loss of the incomparable Lord Howe, which was a great stroke to us.  That 

skirmish as it was in very thick woodôs disconcerted us so that we missôd the opportunity of investing the fort that night. 

 

  next morning the 7
th
 part of the Army marched and took possession of the Saw Mill a Post within a Mile & a half of 

their Fort, which we found also abandonôd by the Enemy.  The whole army Joinôd us soon after, there, where we Remainôd ótill next 

morning only, that the Fort was invested by the Provincials, at that time every thing lookôd Glorious & favourable for us. 

 

  Saturday the 8
th
 about noon, it was Resolvôd, we should immediately march and attack the French Lines which they 

had thrown up the day before.  The disposition of the Attack was, the Piquets of each Regiment to begin, and the Grenadiers to 

Support them, and then the Regiments only of Regulars.  The Piquets which were only Composôd of 50 men each soon gave way & 

were bravely supported by the Grenadiers & they as Gallantly by the Line, never was known a greater fire than we sustained for a very 

long time, and never troops behaved better, advancing and did advance within a few yards of the Enemys Breastwork, in the face of 

their Constant Fire, it was found after the Loss of a great number of officers and 1500 men killed and wounded, that their lines could 

not be forced with small arms, therefore the last of the army Retreated to a Breast work we had made about sun-set next morning we 

got orders to imbark aboard our Battoes and Come back where we now are, the place where Fort William Henry stood, you may 

believe that I have reason to be thankfull, for having escaped in this two other affairs without being hurt, but the Loss I have met with 

in my Dear and invaluable friend Mathew which Loss I can never Repair, He was strictly a Real & faithfull friend to me.  If he had 

livôd he would have made such a figure in the Military way that none Could have surpassôd, and would have been an honour to his 

Country.  he is universally & Justly regretted.  The General in particular expressed great Concern He is certainly & allowôd to be a 

publick Loss.  when I heard of his being wounded I went in quest of him, found him after some time carrying off by some men.  I 

assisted, got him down that night to the Battoes, and never parted from him, till yesterday when he died.
236

  He was shot as he was 

Retiring, in the back, and the Ball came out at his Breast which from the time he Received it was thought Mortal thoô he himself had 

some hopes till the day before he died &ca 

 

P.S. You will have a List of the killed & wounded in Publick by this Pacquet, no promotions like to be in our Regiment no officer 

being killed but an Ensign.
237
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   On 11 July 1758, a Massachusetts carpenter noted in his diary that he ñhelpt to Build a whome [home] for the head Ingenear that 

was wounded.ò  Benjamin Glasier, 11 July 1758, ñFrench and Indian War Diary,ò Essex Institute Historical Collections, vol. 86 

(January 1950), p. 77.  The next day, an unknown officer (probably of the 42nd) wrote that ñthe Engineer Clark is in a dying 

condition.ò  Anon. to Dr. Middleton, 12 July 1758, in ñEyewitness Accounts,ò CHR, vol. 2 (1921), p. 363.  Then on 15 July, Glasier 

records that "one of our Engenears Diede with his wounds."  The return of casualties preserved in the Abercromby Papers shows 

ñEngineer Math
w
 Clarkeò in a different hand, probably a late addition to the retained copy after the original return had been prepared 

for dispatch to Britain on 12 July.  ñReturn of the Names of the Officers,ò n.d., AB 425. 
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   The dead ensign in the 44th was William Fraser, who had been commissioned on 23 March 1758.  Ford, British Officers, p. 42.  

Young Fraser had aspired to a promotion into the Light Infantry, which came to no avail.  Abercromby to Loudoun, 30 December 

1757, LO 5162. 



¶ James Hunter, A View of TICONDEROGA from a Point on the North Shore of Lake Champlain, 1777; watercolor.  340 mm x 

412 mm.  Trustees of the British Library.  [Cat.: K. Top. CXXI.107.b.  So noted in pencil on the upper left corner.]. 

 

 



¶ James Hunter, A View of TICONDEROGA from the Middle of the Channel of Lake Champlain, 1777; watercolor.  343 mm x 

417 mm.  Trustees of the British Library.  [Cat.: K. Top. CXXI.107.a]. 

 

 
 
Hunter clearly moved closer to Ticonderoga and Mount Independence between taking his more distant view from the point on the 

north shore (in K.Top. CXXI.107.b) and his ñclose-upò from the middle of the channel (in K. Top. CXXI.107.a). 

 

 ñNORTH POINTò 

The image which opens Redcoat Images No. 1072 is definitely North Point from the British Library; the image which closes RI-1072 

is the color-skewed copy accessible on the NAC website. 

 

This image was reproduced in Roy C. Strong, A Pageant of Canada: The European Contribution to the Iconography of Canadian 

History (1967), p. 186, no. 124. 

 

Fort Ticonderoga produced a handsome reproduction of this ñNorth Pointò image a decade later at the time of the American 

Revolution Bicentennial.  More than a dozen reproductions are currently available from various ñart posterò sites on the internet.  

Search for ñHunter Ticonderoga.ò 

 

A version of this image was sold at auction for £1100 in November 1978 in Crewkerne, Great Britain.  Three weeks later the auction 

house withdrew its attribution of date based on encouragement from Fort Ticonderoga that careful comparison with the BL version 

was warranted. 

 

A watercolor of this name was sold at an unknown auction house in 1997 (item #338).  Described as ñless detailedò than image in 

British Library.  Size: 16òx20ò. 

  



ñMIDDLE CHANNELò 

This image was reproduced in Roy C. Strong, A Pageant of Canada: The European Contribution to the Iconography of Canadian 

History (1967), p. 186, no. 125. 

 

 

FORTIFICATION S 

In both images, we are looking up Lake Champlain toward Ticonderoga and Mount Independence.  Both images were created from 

more or less the same location, on the eve of a British attack on Ticonderoga, probably ca. 4 July 1777 (if we can believe the artistôs 

autograph date).  The identical ñbackdropò has been used for both scenes.   

 

I believe the artistôs vantage point ñon the North Shoreò is roughly the location of the Ticonderoga side of the ferry to Vermont. 

 

 
Court-martial of Gen. Arthur St. Clair, 1778.  FTA. 

Certified by Col. Tadeusz Kosciuszko 

  


