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My current reconnai ssance i s prompted ef< C ¢
Redcoat Images No. 10fRecember 2008),c oncer ni ng James Hunter’
appreciated Urwin’s analysis of the wuniforms dn
but want to add (a) a bibliographic note re the watercolors; (b) a note on the fortifications in the background
having walked the ground daily for 20 years; and (c) a note about the naval vessels in the foreground.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The 1829 catalog of Ki ng Geor g ehere) diven'bg Gedrge pvotaythea p h
British Museum in 1828 I|ists *“Two dr aG@Gatalogtue of Meps) o f
Prints, Drawings, &c. forming the Geographical and Topographical Collections attached to the Library | f His
Late Majesy King George the Third . . . presented to the British Musdwomdon, Trustees of the British
Museum, 1829, vol. II, p. 395). Based on that entry (and the following data from the modern BL catalogue), |
believe these are the only two absolutely authentic, original images.

My hunch is that the two watercolors catalogued in the National Archives of Canada (Middle Channel:1989-

246 #C-001525; and North Point: 1989-246 #C-001524) are, in fact, copieso f the i mage i
Topographical Collection now at the British Library. I beli gve
important, systematic, on-going effort to reproduce copies of important Canadiana materials in collections
around the world in order to provide easy access to these materials in Canada. (Note that | have NOT seen the
images catalogued in either the British or Canadian collections.)



91 James Hunter, A View of TICONDEROGA from a Point on the North Shore of Lake Champf&in,
watercolor. 340 mm x 412 mm. Trustees of the British Library. [Cat.: K. Top. CXXI.107.b. So noted
in pencil on the upper left corner.].




9 James Hunter, A View of TICONDEROGA from the Middle of the Channel of Lake Champl&i,
watercolor. 343 mm x 417 mm. Trustees of the British Library. [Cat.: K. Top. CXXI.107.a].

Hunter clearly moved closer to Ticonderoga and Mount Independence between taking his more distant view
from the point on the north shuopr’e f(rionm K.hTeo pmi ddIX Xe
K. Top. CXXI.107.a).

i IRTH POINTO
The image which opens Redcoat Images No. 1072 is definitely North Pointfrom the British Library; the image
which closes RI-1072 is the color-skewed copy accessible on the NAC website.

This image was reproduced in Roy C. Strong, A Pageant of Canada: The European Contribution to fhe
Iconography of Canadian Histoi1967), p. 186, no. 124.

Fort Ticonderoga produced a handsome reproductio
the American Revolution Bicentennial. More than a dozen reproductions are currently available from various
“art poster” sites on the internet. Search f or

A version of this image was sold at auction for £1100 in November 1978 in Crewkerne, Great Britain. Three
weeks later the auction house withdrew its attribution of date based on encouragement from Fort Ticonderoga
that careful comparison with the BL version was warranted.

A watercolor of this name was sold at an unknown auction house in 1997 (item #338). Described a s “fI e
detailed” than image in British Library. Si z ef:



fi_NMDDLE CHANNELO
This image was reproduced in Roy C. Strong, A Pageant of Canada: The European Contribution to jjhe

Iconography of Canadian Histoi967), p. 186, no. 125.

FORTIFICATIONS
In both images, we are looking up Lake Champlain toward Ticonderoga and Mount Independence. Both

images were created from more or less the same location, on the eve of a British attack on Ticonderoga,
probably ca. 4 July 1777 (if we can believetheartist ° s aut ogr aph date). Th i
for both scenes.

I believe he art. vantage point lor
ferry to Vermont.
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urt-martial of Gen. Arthur St. Clairl778. FTA.
Certified by Col. Tadeusz Kosciuszko



Hunt er |l ooks south from the “North Point?”

Hu n t mointéfsview, Sandy Fort andBoom.
St. Clair court martial, early July, 1777. FTA Collection.

In the southerly distance, from left to right, we see:
9 various American vessels clustered at the mouth of East Creek (black arrow at top of map) behind the
American defensive boom, connecting
1 the long stretch of Willow Point with the present-day Vermont shore (to the left);
1 Mount Independence, roughly half-cleared; and
1

(in the western shoreline extending northward toward the artist) the rebel American fortifications on the
shore. These are i dSamdyFiofrité d omy VRIdNef EiBorsdendgh durtd
Mount Independence ¢ a . |l ate summer 1777], and as “ K:
men, commanded by the opposite side [of the
the court-martial of Gen. Arthur St. Clair. Both in collections of Fort Ticonderoga Museum.

The Sandy Fort, 1777; WintersmifRed Arrow
Hunt er ®fsviea BluemMirow.
The American defensive booBreen band.




| f we accept the nominal “July 1777” as the t h

17761777, with the Journal of Lieutenantl®m Digby, of the 53d, or Shropshire Regiment of Fédbany,

Joel Munsell and Sons, 1887, pp. 202-215 . [FTA #4049]; reprinted 1970. A compilation made by the author
after the campaign. The manuscri pt rlktweenrGOyeat-Britainijft |
and her Colonies” was acquired by the Britishfj M
Manuscripts Add. MS 32413. Digby describes the
of very large pieces of timber fastened together by riveted bolts, and double chains made of iron an inch and a
hal f square. Thus . . . all access by water ffiro

The most convenient location for examining the transcript of Gen. Arthur St. Cla i r * smartiabisuQolkections
for 1880,New-York Historical Society, 1881, pp.58-6 1 ( Ko s ci us z k o’ -9l (tdastiengny af @b §i y )
Jeduthan Baldwin); discussion of the boom, pp. 90-91. This is available at www.books.google.com.

On the other hand, i f Hunt er b e g a+ivedmsiegs in mi#-@ctoberhfe s
1776, he may have “refreshed” them the foll ow} ng
both commanders were virtually the same; so the uniform details so thoroughly analyzed by Professor Urwin

and Eric Schnitzer offer little help on this matter. The details in the watercolors (and our detailed knowledge of
fortification construction during those 10 months) are too sketchy to be more precise about dating these images

at this time. If one accepts an original source of October 1776, then see:

T The Orderly Book for the Second New Jerse (
Parole: Quebec; Countersign: Ticonderoga; the Sechietv Jersey Regimental Orderly Book, 17§6
Rutherford, N.J., Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1980. [FTA]. [8 December 1775 - 11
November 1776].

John Trumbull>s Orderly Book during much off t
July 1776—19 November 1776) for the American forces is in the Fort Ticonderoga collection:
manuscript (FTA #M-2172) and typescript for 10 July 1776 to 19 November 1776 (FTA #3954). The
Bulletin of the Fort Ticonderoga Museuf0 July 1776-31 August 1776] vol. I11 no. 1 (January 1933),

pp. 30-57. About half of the Orderly Book, focusing on the Carleton invasion in autumn 1776, was
published in The Bulletin of the Fort Ticonderoga Musey®eptember 1-October 31, 1776] vol. 111 no.

2 (July 1933), pp. 84-123; [November 1-November 19, 1776] vol. 11l no. 3 (January 1934), pp. 151-161.
Records first use of *“Mount Independence” S

Given that the clearing of Mount Independence had not yet reached the summit of the Mount by late autumn
1776, and that construction of the star-shaped fort at the summit did not begin until 28 October, | suggest (based

on both of t hese i mag e soff inamid-@aober 1v¢H, wahf impGwemehtseandofin ’
“polishing” of the ddatesthemrbgh, when he“hdd retdried to the aits fortd secortd €
evaluation).


http://www.books.google.com/

Thomas Davies, 1759-XHS, 1954.1 Pouchotdés redoubt, det 4li

Above: Halfcleared Mount Independence lies to the right. from Therbu, Attaques des
Redarrow:Pouchot 6s redoubt (built sunRmeetrr elnfcchBement s é (1789

Hunter, detail, 1777

It is not clear what or where, exactly, the red-colored structure might be, just to the right of Willow Point and
above the Sandy Fort Is this the Sandy Fortitself? Is this a fortification on Mount Independence? The color

red suggests a masonry structure, given contemporary conventions of topographic engineering. With our
current knowledge of the Ticonderoga fortifications, we assume that this represents the Sandy Forbor the Jersey
Redoubton the Ticonderoga peninsula, rather than an otherwise undocumented structure perhaps midway
between the Horseshoe and Shore Batteries on Mount Independence. Perhaps it is the second redoubt located
just south of the Sandy Redoubt, described at the St. Clair court-mar t i al as a “Redoulpt
250 men, commanded by the opposite side [of t hfe




om AMi ddle of
The Jersey Redoubt 8andy Fort

DuChesnoy, PH1250, National Archives of Canada, 5/6 July and 24 October 1777

ST

Det ai l fr.om Hu'—n'ter ] IN e Channel , 0 1777 NAC

L

Hunter captures a view of the *“Sandy Fort”™ o “
Behind the large shore redoubt, just beyond the tree-l i n e, we can see the exthien
(represented by the dotted line in the duChesnoy and Wintersmith maps) extending further westward toward the

high bluff which was fiercely contested ground in July 1758.

The Jersey Redoubt I's described at l engt h i L
Redoubt,” 21 Oct ob er Anerican6ArchivesnbSétiestva. 2, p.R170Q. dhet,autuerd || |
the redoubt was armed with two 18-pounders.

The best view of the Jersey Redoubt or *“Sand [IBa
Corps of Engineers in 1788, drawn from the Vermont shore. Above the Indians carrying the deer may be seen

the ruins of the Fort. To the far left are the remaining piers of the floating bridge. The cows below the Jersey
Redoubt (and above the gesturing British officer) are grazing on the low, swampy point of land called Willow

Point.



Capt. Henry Rudyerd, R.C.E., A View of TiconderoG&81 NAC.
TheJersey Batterpr Sand Redoubt

Most of t
Rudyerd’s

h five buildings shown in Wintersmi

e
dramatic view a decade | ater.
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Henry Rudyedfd()tsheflnsgr ey sprecSamnwke Redoubt
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Despite suggestions by wearlier hi storians and
(linking the Ticonderoga peninsula and Mount Independence) and Mount Defiance (impossible to see with the
trees in the way on the right; the looming grey is a cloud, NOT Mount Defiance!), neither landmark is visible

from Hunter’'s vantage points. Mount Defiance




BrITISH NAVAL VESSELS
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Hunter, Middle of the Channel, 1777

Met cal f e, AL Book, 06 ca.




The principal British naval vessel I n both Hufht
Point” has a crew of 14 men at t he oaa&andnomaatorsad. fff i
The “middl e c¢ h arewoklD hen at theaayseaidel lay snastand sail. The 20 British gunboats

at Valcour were armed with a single heavy cannon in the bow: 9-, 12-, 18-, or 24-pounders.

AMERICAN NAVAL VESSELS

American rowgalley (above) and gundaloe (below)
from Charles Terrot to John Frott, 17 October 1776. FTA.

Hunter, detail from thélorth Shore, 1777

Behind the protective American boom are two lateen-rigged row galleys and what may be a gundalow seen
bow-on between the two row galleys (making it impossible to count the number of masts on the center vessel).
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